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Deasy, Mary O’Shaughnessy’s Day been Molly Shiely and died before the boy was 
Doubleday. Oct. 10,1957. 381p. $3.95. school age; Kevin, whose mother was Jessie Flanagan, 
Aloysius O’Shaughnessy, small lean Irishman with house-servant Aloysius did not trouble marry; and 
shrewd and cunning mind and sharp and cutting John Calvin, whose mother had been Godwin and 
tongue, was power the political affairs the city Aloysius’ second wife, married within the year 
Corioli. had three sons: Liam, whose mother Molly’s death. Aloysius was buried April 28, 1922, 
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and there were thousand his funeral, but there 
were tears the eyes none, not even the eyes 
his three sons who had gathered for the occasion. 
Liam from Laneville Penitentiary, released virtue 
his father’s deathbed statement exonerating him from 
guilt the murder Thady Brady; Kevin, awaiting 
the birth his first child from his marriage Georgina 
Harris who had once been betrothed Liam; Cal, 
short some eighteen months twenty-one years, not 
sure how felt toward India Harris how she felt 
toward him. There was Katey Ragen, too, girl who 
had had hard time all her life until Meyer War- 
sham left her enough start shop her own 
which she did very well. There were others, too: 
Micahel John Delaney, who had been Aloysius 
O’Shaughnessy’s shadow and errand boy all the years 
his life; Mary Ann Croke who had kept house for 
him the old Washington Avenue house from the 
time Adelaide Godwin O’Shaughnessy died child- 
birth; Charlie Harris, banker representing the Citizens’ 
Committee reform opposition O’Shaughnessy. These 
and many others. 


Miss Deasy, (author The Corioli Affair, memorable 
among several other novels and many short stories), 
has written masterly novel which seems inevitably 
headed for the best-seller lists and deservedly so. She 
has chosen tell her story weaving together the 
strands the past Aloysius O’Shaughnessy with the 
events the day his burial, and her technique 
doing superbly successful. The people her 
story come fully alive, men and women with spirit and 
vitality who think and act and talk like men and 
women. And the story told such manner that 
generates suspense and engenders conviction the 
reader. Indeed, tell the entire story would dis- 
service the reader and the author. 


Aloysius O’Shaughnessy Frank Skeffington, nor 
this novel another Last Hurrah. has, rather, more 
substance than that popular account political she- 
nanigans Boston. O’Shaughnessy Corioli, Ohio, 
politician the same school, perhaps; but 
ruthless and mean, sour-minded and scoundrelly con- 
triver, not above casual blasphemy, unregenerate the 
end. But his sons are not made the same pattern. 
Liam, Kevin, Cal, each his own way and for his own 
reasons feared and hated and despised his father. Their 
father wasted affection any them. 


This fine and mature novel its genre has 
been pleasure read many year. style, 
story, character portrayal, evocation its time, 
every way superior and recommended adult 


readers. 
Grady, 


University Scranton 


Churchill, Winston The Age Revolution 
Dodd, Mead. Oct. 14,1957. 402p. $6.00. 

Here volume III Churchill’s History the English 
Speaking Peoples. The fourth and final volume will 
carry the story down the death Victoria 1901. 
this third volume, Churchill concerned with the 
period from 1688 1815. the end the second 


volume, you may recall, Churchill was smugly satis- 
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fied with the enthronement William and Mary 
lowing the forced departure James II. 
made clear the second volume that although there 
was something irregular the removal James, such 
action was defensible because had James remained 
the throne, England would perhaps have had 
time Catholic monarch. Churchill would the 
say that such calamity should never allowed 
befall England, the nation stoutly and very prop. 
erly loves above all other nations. the opening 
this third volume, however, makes clear that 
not wildly enthusiastic about William 
even retrospect. seemed time unable 
appreciate the sterling virtues Marlborough [John 
Churchill]. However, toward the end his life, 
1702, William brought himself appreciate the 
tegrity and military prowess Marlborough and “made 
his preparations deliberately pass his leadership 
new champion the Protestant faith and the liberties 
Europe. his last hours [William] commended 
him [Marlborough] his successor [Anne] the 
fittest man the realm guide her councils and lead 
her armies” (p. 37). Then follows detailed account 
the influence Churchill’s ancestor, Marlborough, 
upon Queen Anne and her policies. Churchill reminds 
that because Marlborough’s influence, the British 
nation was raised height had never before 
tained. Marlborough’s military campaigns are related 
more detail than the average American apt 
wish, while developments the home front Eng 
land are more less neglected. There 
tively little social economic history 
pages. They tend strongly political military. 


American readers may more interested such 
chapters “The Quarrel with America” and “The 
War Independence.” Churchill does 
that George III was the monster that was declared 
our Declaration Independence. Most stu- 
dents American history will agree that the charges 
made Jefferson the famous document associated 
with his name were somewhat extreme. George 
lacked the capacity evil was portrayed. 
The Declarattion Independence was primarily piece 
propaganda intended win converts here and 
abroad; propaganda assumed that strong case 
for action will presented the author the state- 
ment concerned. Churchill believes that poor advice 
was given George III; the same time doubts 
that anything resembling majority the American 
people was interested independence. The campaigns 
are not traced detail but enough given show that 
the British failed show good judgment prosecuting 
their war plans the colonies. The aid France 
rightly emphasized being all important for the 
cess the American cause. Churchill respects the 
memory Washington and wonders how the 
can general was able maintain even semblance 
army times, such the winter 1777-1778. 


The French Revolution receives more less standard 
treatment Churchill’s hands. readily admits that 
the forces unleashed the Revolution were affect 
the governments all European countries, including 
England herself. The War 1812 depicted the 
avoidable war that was, with America much 
blame England. Jackson’s role the defense 


New 
Churchi 
probably 
worth 


Gironel 


Two 
widely 
explorat 
Spain’s 
followec 
have 
ful 


Sr. 
lished 
Ame 
quick 
howeve 
tory 
the 
reach 
ficant 
man liv 
diffuse. 
tioned 

emerges 
picture 
fewer 
ness 
effect 
howeve 


tit 
since 
which 
ish title 
chronic 
the boy 
Miguel’ 
the you 
clever 
materia 
Fran 
ate 
the 


long 
him; 
wildere 
establis 
dons it, 
but 
has 


SELLERS 


ary fol. 
there 
such 
ined 
due 
the first 
wed to 
Prop. 
ning 
able 
[John 
life, 
the 
“made 
toa 
iberties 
nended 
the 
lead 
eminds 
British 
ore 
related 
apt 
mpara- 
rchill’s 
tary. 


harges 
case 
state- 
advice 
erican 
paigns 
that 
cuting 
nce 
ice 


78. 


ndard 
that 
affect 
uding 


15, 1957 


New Orleans well described. this war the 
earlier one between the English and the Americans, 
Churchill writes objectively. This third volume will 
probably considerably more interest most 


readers than either the earlier volumes. well 
worth your reading. 


Paul Kiniery, Ph.D., 
Loyola University, 
Chicago, 


ironella, José Maria 
Where the Soil Was Shallow 
Regnery. Oct. 14,1957. 374p. $4.95. 


Two years ago The Cypresses Believe God sold very 
widely but was probably admired more than was 
read. Its thousand pages represented much patient 
exploration the beliefs and emotions that led 
Spain’s civil war and richly rewarded the reader who 
followed carefully its long, meandering trail; but must 
have discouraged many who found little too faith- 
ful the complexities Spanish 


Sr. Gironella’s Where the Soil Was Shallow, first pub- 
lished Spain ten years ago but now newly presented 
first sight much simpler book than The Cypresses; 
certainly briefer and narrower scope, and lays 
quicker, surer hold the reader’s interest. is, 
however, cleverly complex book and explora- 
tory its way Sr. Gironella’s longer work; for though 
the narrative aims only laying bare one human life, 
reaches out all sorts incidents and all signi- 
days that life that the reader really sees 
man live—despite its comparative brevity, the story 
Diffusiveness, this instance, should ques- 
tioned rather than condemned. Through there 
emerges picture wasted life; possible that the 
picture might have been etched more sharply and with 
fewer lines, but does emerge and the feeling empti- 
ness and waste which produces probably the precise 
effect desired the artist. Let the impatient beware, 
however; they take this book they may often find 
themselves irritated apparent aimlessness. 


Where the Soil Was Shallow bit subtle 
since not simply the religious faith Miguel Serra 
which tries take root rocky soil; fact, the Span- 
ish title, Hombre, much better fitted this plain 
chronicle man’s life. Miguel’s father died when 
the boy was only five, but remains influence 
Miguel’s life through the romantic fancies with which 
the youth surrounds him. mother, Eva, 
clever businesswoman who provides well for her boy 
materially but cannot give him stability. grows 
France and Spain, has try life Jesuit noviti- 
ate Belgium, then goes live idly with his mother 
the house she has purchased Ireland. 


long Eva alive Miguel has something steady 
him; her sudden death leaves him completely be- 
wildered. sells the comfortable business she has 
established, suspended from the university and aban- 
dons it, goes Paris and wastes time and money. 
adealer rare books fairly industrious for time, 
but tires the business and sells it. After his fancy 
has been caught beautiful tight-rope walker, 
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buys the circus which she has been working, aban- 
dons the girl with whom has been living, and sets 
out tour circus impresario. 


For once Miguel successful business; but eventually 
comes face face with himself when, test the 
love the circus performer who shares his living quar- 
ters, proposes marriage and astonished find the 
proposal accepted. Afraid take the decisive step 
into matrimony, loses the girl and sells the circus 
loss. Miguel only thirty-three when the detailed 
story stops, but the rest his life easly summed 
one ironic page—it barren existence entre- 
preneur band smugglers. 


Miguel excellent example waste, frustration. 
What seeks life fulfillment—not spirit de- 
votion, the dust jacket says its misleading summary 
the novel—but lacks discernment, will not 
adhere the values senses, fears commitment. 
comes emptiness. has some ways been 
fortunate his mother, woman whose breadth 
mind made considerable recompense for her shallow- 
ness. understanding companion her volatile 
son she beautifully drawn. And even after her death 
there are places along his downgrade where Miguel 
could stop. Life impresario married wire- 
walker would offer little exercise Miguel’s undoubted 
intellectual gifts, but would give him chance 
stabilize himself. The acrobatic young woman, for all 
her earthiness and amorality, readier face the 
challenge life than her lover is. She his last 
chance, his ultimate failure; after her there nothing 
for him but void, and the rambling story ends 
frustration. Sr. Gironella does not blame Miguel; 
blames anything the rootless life Miguel has led. 
Apparently the soil his life, not the soil his 
faith, that shallow; Sr. Gironella seems say that 
man must part culture his spirit will die. 


Mr. Kerrigan’s translation deft and keeps the story 
moving but has its flaws. Even without the original 
hand, reader justified questioning the dream 
journeys that are “long and quite accidental,” sus- 
pecting that the heart boy adjoining room 
not really “beating closely,” and doubting that Our 
Lady was referred “Tower Marble.” And 
merchant can scarcely offered “an incunabula.” 
may Sr. Gironella who gives Jesuit novices only 
week instead month the Spiritual Exercises— 
notable error the novitiate pictured here where the 
regime austere that would take least month 


get started it. 
William Hill, 
Wernersville, Pennsylvania 


Roy, Gabrielle Street Riches 
Harcourt, Brace. Oct. 7,1957. 246p. $3.95. 

Miss Roy French Canadian, the youngest eight 
children. the dust jacket Street Riches, she 
informs that much this book runs parallel her 
own life, but have transposed remembrances 
—already transformed the passing years—and per- 
hope have succeeded— transfigured them.” 


Let said here that Miss Roy has indeed trans- 
figured her remembrances. For she has taken her large 
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Canadian family living wooden house, dirt 
street, ordinary town the Province Manitoba, 
and brought them life for with all the rich color 
and penetrating insight only gifted writer can. For 
the words Petite Misére, the central character 
this book, Miss Roy knows the power images, 
the wonder thing revealed just the right word, 
and all the love that one simple and beautiful sentence 
may contain.” 


Street Riches series sketches, each one story 
itself; yet the street, Rue Deschambault, and the 
family Petite Misére are interwoven throughout, link- 
ing the sketches into complete novel. 


Like the author, Petite Misére the youngest eight 
children bustling French Canadian household 
which necessarily revolves about the figure Maman, 
generous, warm, talkative Maman, who, despite her 
dutiful devotion Papa and the family, longs for free- 
dom travel—for adventure. “The Gadabouts,” 
Maman and Petite Misére embark pilgrimage 
Eastern Canada visit shrines, old friends, and rela- 
tives. And when they return Rue Deschambault, 
Maman has learned that “when you leave your own 
you truly find them, and you are happy about it; 
you wish them well; and you want also better 
yourself.” 


Papa, the other hand, seeks only quiet stability 
his home and family, for Papa spends his life traveling 
for the Ministry Colonization among his beloved 
immigrants who have settled with his help the 
prairies Saskatchewan. There, among these foreign 
people who look him for advice and guidance, 
resourceful, gentle, and kindly; and when returns 
periodically Rue tired, old, and 
sad. His melancholia reflected his nickname for 
his youngest child “Little Miss Misery.” almost 
fears that his large brood are too frivolous and 
full appreciate the sadness that great part 
life. 


Maman and Papa are but two the many finely drawn 
characters these sketches. The neighbors, the Negro 
boarders, the aunts and uncles, and particularly the 
sisters, are all warm portraits. 


Throughout the book, the reader aware the French- 
Canadian Catholic background the family. How- 
ever, Miss Roy makes attempt sentimentalize 
preach religion. just that these French Cana- 
dians, religion common part their conversation, 
their trips, their education. part them. When 
the older sister Odette about leave for the Con- 
vent, the family gathered what was supposed 
festive meal, which everyone said there could 
greater happiness than that giving child 
God; spite this (their) friends and relatives 
had trouble swallowing the good things set before 
them; And when they see Odette off the 
train, Maman, weeping, keeps saying, child reli- 
gion guarantee Heaven.” 


there any fault found with this book, 
with the title. One cannot help but wish that title 
more conformity with the book had been chosen or, 
not more sensitive title, then least one reflecting 
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the French Canadian environment, such “Rue 
chambault,” had been used. 


Elizabeth O’Rourke, 


New Brunswick, New Jersey 


The Price Courage 
Oct. 10, 1957. 308p. $4.50. 


This well-written novel ground combat Korea, 
The action takes place the battalion level and, 
though the whole story covers only week, one 
away with clear understanding what infantry 
bat meant that rugged country and what takes 
real leader troops whose job was capture 
and occupy real estate. 


Anders, Curt 
Sagamore Press. 


Eric Holloway, young lieutenant assigned 
gence officer the battalion, his eagerness show 
himself worthy higher command, has horrible 
first day. His mistakes cost lives and earn him the 
will men and officers alike, with two exceptions: 
Captain Mann, the leader Company “George,” and 
the battalion commander, Major Dahl. When 
starred attack goes wrong and Mann wounded, Dahl 
sends Holloway take command George 
two days the most hectic kind fighting, along 
one the tenacles mountain called the Octopus, 
ing men and rsponsible for their lives. learns 
also how take orders from the battalion leader 
well give orders his own men and earn their 
respect. has the satisfaction winning field 
commission Captain and leading his troops back 
for well-earned rest, only have his hopes dashed 
when Major Dahl replaced rear-echelon 
tenant-colonel who knows only the book and has his 
own ideas gallant leadership. After one day this 
kind leadership, Holloway ready “ask out,” 
tive officer for this man, the enemy prepare 
terattack. The story ends this “book-officer” loses 
his life the very first day stupid heroics and 
placed Mann. 


This story fighting men and their officers, what 
they think and how they despise the rear-echelons. 
The enemy, always called the enema, are 
evil, almost impersonal force, except that death 
one pities them. War aims mean nothing these men. 
Fighting hateful, dirty job that must done and 
they it. This adult novel commended, 
not only for its clear, dramatic and exciting narrative, 
but also for its negative virtues. There obscenity 
and even its curses are not meant sincerely, uttered 
fervently its prayers. 


William Schweder, 
Georgetown University, 
Washington, 


Marbut, Ann The Tarnished 
McKay. Oct. 283p. $3.95. 


The authoress Bill Particulars has added her 


bit the spate recent novels which focus 
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ingly academic life and modern educators. The 
resent book advertised angry book, the story 
educational huckstering state university, men 
and women out sell Education, (with capital E), 
just the advertisers cereals sell their products. 
Madison Avenue brought the campus. 


Anyone who has ever been connected with higher edu- 
cation will recognize immediately the caricatures 
those found the campus: the ruthless teacher, less 
interested learning than getting the top the 
professional ladder; the sinister unofficial administrator 
who nevertheless the real maker breaker policy 
and careers; the faltering president who has eyes 
more substantial power politics; the department head 
who has outlasted his time; and the faculty wife who 
dreary and pretentious her less intellectual 
sisters. One suspects that the professional educator 
has little claim integrity the businessman, the 
whipping-boy novelists few seasons back. Not 
witty and searing Mary McCarthy’s The Groves 
Academe, nor suspenseful Howard Nemerov’s 
The Homecoming Game, this novel nonetheless 
good story, sensitively written. 

Principals the book are Jerry Scott, teacher 
political science; his wife Peg, under whose eyes events 
take place and are recorded here; and Jonathon Reed, 
leading professor another university, his position 
attained apparently without sacrifice decency, hon- 
esty, dignity. Peg had married Jerry believing 
shared her ideals, and was not until wangled 
appointment Charleston State and began listen 
the siren song the sinister Ross Adams, assistant 
the president, that she began realize the corrupting 
effects power and the struggle for it. Wrapped 
she was the writing novel, was only when 
Adams and her husband had all but succeeded tak- 
ing over the reins the university from the faltering 
hands President Neilson that the scales fell from her 
eyes. How she faces her problem, torn she be- 
tween love and integrity, what happens Jerry and 
the proponents Big Education, and the fateful role 
Jonathon Reed the development the crisis 
the campus make this story timely and absorbing 
book. The reader will not satisfied with Peg’s solu- 
tion reaches down into her own life, but its lack 
finality will leave him with hope. 


Brother Gabriel, F.S.C.., 
Salle, College, 
Philadelphia 41, Pennsylvania 


Winsor, Kathleen America With Love 
Putnam. Oct. 14,1957. 320p. $4.00. 


Byron once wrote some rather frightful stanzas 
“Sweetness,” which the lines, and dear the 
schoolboy spot/ ne’er forget, though there are 
forgot,” come mind while reading America With 
Love. The principal character, Cassy Spangler, 
twelve-year-old schoolgirl, rather than Byron’s “school- 
boy,” but around her revolves the author’s whole effort 
revoke the heedlessness, the intensity, resilience, 
tages, despairs, self-centeredness, the exuberant ecstasies 
that took place “the schoolboy spot ne’er forget.” 
make even more down earth, Cassy having 
her adolescent experience during the Depression. This 
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helps bring the adult world way contrast 
reflecting the “serious” side life. 


Unfortunately, the effort goes largely waste. 
mountain labors—powerful realism mingled with sweet 
sadness—and mouse appears squeaking Ogden Nash’s 
“In nineteen hunderd, jeunes filles wonderd.” 


Cassy transit from tomboy girl, fights her brother 
Don, idolizes Jean Harlow, slinks around the house 
seductive imitation, cannot understand her father’s 
business preoccupations, talks freely with her mother, 
that is, until she initiated into the mystery kiss 
from boy. There fat Ruby who lets herself 
handled and put upon Frank, juvenile anthropoid 
who practices the saxophone for hours without improv- 
ing. Willie girl and Cassy’s best friend, until she 
competes for Russ, the boy with the bike. Vivian paints 
and travels “fast,” but finds herself hypnotically 
attached the sailor, Shorty, who slaps her across the 
mouth now and then. 


the adult side, Cassy’s mother and father represent 
all the good-willed parents the world who, despite 
their honest efforts, are confused their growing off- 
spring. Peggy, sweet and kind, cannot have abortion 
urged her husband, Jack. realization the 
shallowness his love causes her die childbirth 
and shortly thereafter Jack gets his comeuppance 
marrying “cousin” who bosses him around completely. 


What should profound speculations turn out 
clichés uttered sincerity. Peggy watching the young 
ones: “This ten years ago.” Reflection: “Nothing 
mattered but themselves.” Everything the sur- 
face, bland and flat. The “America,” presumably in- 
tended portray the small town atmosphere Any- 
where, USA, succeeds remarkably ending no- 
where. 


America With Love will probably bring prosperity for 
the financially involved. For the reader, can only 
bring another cup Studs Lonigan brewed the 
suburbs and sugared goo. 


Victor Yanitelli, Ph.D., 
Fordham University, 
New York, New York 


Fremantle, Anne Grace Love 
Macmillan. Oct. 15,1957. 184p. $3.50. 


Anne Fremantle mean writer. Book reviewer and 
writer for the Commonweal and the New York Times, 
editor and translator note and recognition, she has 
won considerable praise for her literary work. 


good part her best work the field non- 
fiction. remember with joy her biography 
Charles Foucauld, Desert Calling, and her Treasury 
Early Christianity which won for her the Christopher 
award 1951. This book, Grace Love, 


contrast novel and one set some fifteen twenty 
years ago England. She was herself born English 
woman and, during the last war, drove ambulance 
for the London County Council and broadcast for the 
B.B.C. She has, since 1947, been naturalized Ameri- 


can citizen. 


This background country and family, 
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(her father was the Right Honorable Frederick Hugh 
Jackson, Privy Councillor the Bank England), 
qualifies her exceptionally well for the scene and set- 
ting this new novel. 


Grace Love the story Piers Hungerford and 
some sense also that Clare Tremaine. Piers was 
born into traditionally aristocratic English family. His 
father had long been unfaithful his mother, and 
have child her own “that has nothing with 
Thomas Mademoiselle” motivated Annabelle, the 
mother, her husband. She was determined 
that this baby would, she phrased it, “love 
much love it.” her own mother’s answer 
this assertion which gives the lie: “Caroline,” 
read, “smiled gently. lives grace noth- 
ing but love’” (p. 12). Caroline was very fond 
quoting and this tag from Swinburne’s Tristram 
not only the title the book but its theme 
well. 


Piers tries fan the life love passion, excite- 
ment, coaxing, force. His affair with Clare which 
began Oxford “in the intellectual climate” culmi- 
nated Italy cheap hotel, empty room, and the 
carabinieri the door demanding, “Police, open 
once.” really began work for the good both 
months later upon Clare’s reiteration, “If give you 
up, you may come realize that God one thing 
necessary, that sin infinitely serious, and that the 
Church the Mystical Body Christ. I’m betting our 
whole life together—and all happiness—on your 
salvation” (p. 108). 


Nowhere did Piers find love; not with Clare, not with 
his friends, not his family, nor his almost casual and 
certainly brief service Spain during the Spanish Civil 
War. Neither did find the hospital with Sister 
Dolores for nurse and the Exercises St. Ignatius for 
reading. But Mont-Louis, where went after 
left Spain via the smugglers’ road, fell with 
group seminarians and forty-eight hours Jean’s 
“Why not stay with us? It’s good life.” Piers was 
answering, might that” (p. 152). 


Between pages 152 and 153 Piers converted 
Catholicism, passes his seminary training and appears 
again the story, curate the Glasgow parish 


St. Anne. 


this sudden transition not sufficiently moti- 
vated. speaking, this writing unworthy 
Anne Fremantle. Piers for the rest the book, 
(about thirty pages), moves too quickly the ladder 
perfection, knows too soon the ecstacy other- 
mindedness, shares too deeply “love living only 
grace love.” power God infinite, the 
grace God timeless and saints have become 
very short time. But for fiction, seems that 
the end too neat, the threads too quickly and too 
definitely tied off, and the sacrifice Clare too abruptly 
resolved. 


There language, and there are situations this book 
which restrict automatically the reading mature 
men and women. unusual love story, well-told 
for the most part, laced and built upon quotations rang- 
ing from Swinburne the New Testament. 


Sister Mary William, Ph.D. 


Carroll 


Best 
Carroll, Gladys Sing Out the Glory 
Little, Brown. Sept. 30,1957. 370p. $4.00. 


Dotted with farms worked descendants 
Scotch and English settlers, the small Maine valley, 
geographically isolated surrounding hills, was almog 
microcosmic replica its humble way our innately 
glorious country. From the incidents its daily life 
Gladys Carroll has spun story whose purpose see 
the glory that America and then sing out with 
mouth and heart and mind that all peoples 
know and shall able build thereby 
world; sing the glory sky and river and forests, 
fields and animals pasture, homes, churches and 
schools, the flag unfurled but mostly people living 
together harmony, worshipping God, helping their 
fellowman, solving their problems virtuously, 
ally backsliding and making mistakes, but generally 
managing work out their lives virtue. 


The valley and the people are seen through the eyes 
Althea within whose innocent heart the 
glory begins grow childhood she learns and 
samples the thousand phenomena and experiences 
ing the life Maine farm child. Her life 
pointed and given direction Owen Perry, unusually 
gifted grandson the valley’s respected Elder. Owen 
brings light into many lives and before leaving the 
valley helps solve the crisis which impends when the 
French-Canadian Luneaus begin lumber indiscrimi- 
nately under the influence city business men. Here 
problem integration, solved neither fiat nor 
force, but humane consideration and cooperation 
the part all the parties involved. And even when 
the surly Irish Daleys come the valley, again 
human love and brotherhood which eventually inte- 
grates them into community life. follow Althea 
through her days school under admirable teachers 
who integrate their teaching with life; through distant 
village academy and, finally, through small college 
from which she returns, first the valley and then 
the village teacher. Owen whose money starts 
Althea, Dennis Daley, childhood aversion whom she 
later marries, Armand Luneau and others through col- 
lege. When the great depression strikes Althea 
and Dennis who perceive that they must carry this 
work spite their poverty. And follow the 
valley sketchily through the great war and into new 
generations who know the labors their behalf that 
have gone before. 


Portraying scene laid the first half the 20th Cen- 
tury, this is, sense, timeless story since, 
phasizing the brotherhood man, relates not only 
America’s past but offers solution some those 
universal human problems which will beset time 
come. Miss Hattle, one the admirable teachers, 
put it: “The past has been given us; the future must 
built others have built our past.” And 
book which recognizes not only the natural virtues but 
the supernatural status man well. Elder Perry 
says “Everything that happens, everything 
don’t do, has reason. good reason, though often 
can’t see it. Good will come even evil time, 
but may long time. Everything according 


God’s plan, but don’t know what the plan is. 


only know must good, because God made it.” This 
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heartwarming story truly American way life 
and one that may read with profit all. 


Leonard Wolf, Ph.D., 


University Scranton 


Appell, George The Man Who Shot Quantrill 
Doubleday. 189p. $3.50. 

Curtis Blakeman, alias Cole Nimbo, wounded cavalry 
captain the Union Army, assigned General 
track down and kill Quantrill, who 
played both sides the street during the Civil War. 
The orders for this cloak-and-dagger routine seem 
come from nightmarish person the State Depart- 
ment who hovers the background looking like death 
warmed over wheel chair. From this point, the 
unfolds many rendezvous the outlaw camp, 
wild chases across many states; and the climax sud- 
denly rendered exciting denouement well- 
conceived dramatic setting. Colonel Kissane, 
not Blakeman, who finally rids the country the black- 
guard Quantrill. This leaves Blakeman heading west- 
ward finish his romance with Linda, and further 
acquaintance with her very likeable and unpredictable 
uncle, Mr. Dickenson. 


This historical novel, well written capable 
author who specializes “fast-paced adventure stories 
America.” The action rapid and vivid, the char- 
acters lifelike, and the sum-total tale difficult 
put down once begun. 


Kerkeley Kines, 
St. Joseph’s College, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 


Burnett, Hallie The Brain Pickers 
Messner. Oct. 14,1957. 319p. $3.95. 


The Brain Pickers novel contemporary America, 
and the setting publishing business located New 
York City. good bit the incidental plot con- 
cerned with the petty jealousies and drive for power 
that might expected any office; but the basic story 
the eternal one boy meets girl. 


Primrose Press has been inherited non-entity named 
Gerald Primrose, while the real force the business 
unpleasant amoral person called Kevin Roller. His 
widow, Louise Temple, gives him con- 
tact with her two grown daughters. Anyone knowing 
Kevin Roller might expected guess that the mother 
will lose out her two daughters before too many 
pages are covered. And happens. Kevin takes 
time out from his other extra-marital ventures seduce 
the daughters has acquired marriage. 


tribute her writing talent that Hallie Burnett 
can create interesting story with the array un- 
lovely characters she has called forth. However, the 
lack any sense values, the Christian sense 
that word, makes her work quite meaningless. Her 
book might just well have been about group 
Puppets string. There little insight into the 
uniquely spiritual nature the human person the 
characters her novel and absolutely shade 
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recognition the realm divine grace working the 
human heart. just these insights that have 
right expect when read the works com- 
petent novelist. 


Perhaps this novel succeeds better than intends, 
presenting such dreary picture the interplay the 
lives human beings untouched the realities the 
unseen world. The world needs Christ, can 
understood only too well when have finished ex- 
hibit “A,” the lives and loves modern Americans 
strictly their own. But since the author does noth- 
ing help convey this underlying redemptive thought, 
this book, being strictly amoral, (it not offensively 
immoral), not recommended any class reader. 


Brother John, F.S.C., 
Dean, Salle College, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 


Braine, John Room the Top 
Houghton, Mifflin. Oct. 14,1957. $3.75. 


doubt John Braine’s first novel will occasion 
much stir here did England last spring. 
bold, skillfully written book that abounds contro- 
versial characterization and social commentary about 
which one can scarcely passive. film version 
seems inevitable. 


Joe Lampton, the hero, man twenty-five utterly 
controlled insatiable lust for wealth, social pres- 
tige, and power. has come Worley assume 
position the treasurer’s office, and resolved, 
with grim and robust ruthlessness, make the 
means rising above his “Zombie” origins the min- 
ing town Dufton. All his life has been the 
wrong side the tracks, has had observe from dis- 
tance the privileges and luxuries upperclass that 
both resents and envies. his private social rating 
scheme has had admit ruefully that best 
Grade Six: car, university, not even bedroom 
conquest other than barroom trollops. But all that 
due change, and the silk dressing gown dons 
new boarding house symbolizes the dawn richer 
ife. 


His first gambit unsuccessful attempt seduc- 
ing Eva Storr, married woman who traps him and 
scorns him, thereby deepening his primitive ambitions. 
Through the Thespians, amateur theatrical group, 
then meets the two women who fashion his life and 
the bulk the story: Alice thirty-four, unhap- 
pily married, frustrated but good drinking companion, 
past her peak but still attractive; and Susan Brown, 
nineteen, fresh and bubbling, ravishingly beautiful, 
the town’s wealthiest citizen, strictly Grade 
ne. 


Alice quickly becomes torrid, twice-weekly bed- 
partner, but they agree not fall love, “just 
loving friends.” This relationship ruptures, however, 
when Joe possessively resents Alice’s nude modelling 
for artist. 


Susan provides surprisingly ready replacement, even 
though first she seemed unattainably tied wealthy 
Jack Wales—the essence all Joe aspires and 
not and whom therefore hates beyond words. Susan’s 


228 


unwillingness all the way seems him im- 
mature timidity, but first respects it; despite the 
scruple, realizing could force the limit wished, 
feels full sense triumph over money and power. 


revival the intrigue with Alice temporarily alien- 
ates Susan, but eventually Joe regains her favor with 
more ardor than ever. Reconciled finally Joe’s sin- 
cerity and prompted Susan’s pregnancy, even Mr. 
Brown finally approves their marriage, but exacts 
the condition complete rejection Alice. Joe’s dis- 
covery that has been only one Alice’s intimates 
makes this sacrifice seemingly easy, but eventuates 
tragically. grief-stricken intoxication Alice kills her- 
self automobile wreck, and for the first time Joe 
knows sense guilt his relentless drive goal 
that now seems somewhat hollow upon being achieved. 


Joe, course, the whole book. Only through his 
prurience and ambition the women have place. 
Susan simply beautiful bauble; Alice, though com- 
plex and interesting, not always convincing. Her 
death, moreover, seems contrived device for tragedy 
that does not come off: Joe simply not adequate 
tragic protagonist. 


Joe’s completely selfish, hedonistic, pragmatic code sug- 
gests limited reading since lives without sus- 
picion moral involvement. His steady wenching and 
erotic aspirations, which constitute least half the 
book, likewise urge severe restriction. The only sav- 
ing feature Braine’s conception that Joe not, for 
the most part, sympathetic character. ego- 
centric cad, and finally even sees his errors only 
with bleary eyes. obsession studied acutely, ob- 
jectively, and with interest, but only well-grounded 
readers could expected make the cautious ap- 
praisal that his career involves. 


George Grauel, Ph.D., 
John Carroll University, 
Cleveland 18, Ohio 


Forrest, Williams Stigma 


Crown. Oct. 14,1957. 240p. $3.50. 


Would you die for your country? Millions have the 
two World Wars and Korea. Would you suffer the 
loss your girl, family and reputation? Would you 
bear the accusation treason, misconduct prisoner 
and even murder, preserve secret essential the 
safety your nation and loved ones? Would you bear 
the ordeal trial and see yourself castigated 
turncoat TV, the newspapers and before your 
people, when you deserved the Medal Honor and 
couldn’t acknowledged, without danger the pres- 
ent and the future? 


doubt it, but that the character that the author has 
created Sgt. Able Bliss, “medic” the Korean 
War. average American, taking out the last am- 
bulance casualties from outpost, prior the 
truce, Able infused with the spirit and unconquer- 
able determination Chang, secret agent, and takes 
over the task delivering capsule containing micro- 
film report that could change World History. 


Phases his trial charges treason, misconduct 
and mal-treatment prisoners, and murder are inter- 


Forrest Marks 


spersed with flashbacks the actual events his cap. 
ture the Communist enemy, his sickness and torture 
and his efforts preserve the capsule. must live 
accomplish his mission and deliver the message the 
United States, his fellow-prisoners suffer and die 
earns the hate the survivors. The mission 
successful but the enemy must not know Bliss 
not exonerated and his heroic actions rewarded. 
stead, must tried deserter and 
Can stand the What assistance can 
hope for from the man who knows his story? 


This truly epic story heroism its highest 
more than life demanded and given. 
sight into the souls Able Bliss, Colonel Southard, 
Intelligence, who knows his story true, Lieutenant 
Chalmers, who “harder” than his boss, and Cap. 
tain Andrews, appointed defend Bliss. tale 
magnanimity beyond description, misunderstood be. 
cause circumstantial evidence and the necessity 
secrecy. 


Williams Forrest brings the novel his success the 
short-story, and feature article field and 
parent why has succeeded these fields. His choice 
language excellent and his insight into man’s emo 
tions perceptive. Sharp, cogent dialogue sparkles 
throughout picturesque description. And the interest 
the reader steadily increased that well nigh 
impossible leave off reading one nears the end 
the story. 


Possibly bit the improbable side this everyday 
world, but still nice think that there may 
someone fine enough sacrifice everything for his 
Country. thrilling story guaranteed interest every 


adult reader. 
John Cullen, Lt. Cmdr, 
Chevy Chase, Maryland 


Marks, Robert The Horizontal Hour 
McKay. Oct. 346p. $4.50. 


The explorations Freud and the modern phychiatrists 
have caught the cultured imagination our time. 
Much the sense wonder, which earlier era 
was reserved for far-away isles and the hardy sea-cap- 
tains who ventured through uncharted seas search 
them, has today transferred itself the exploits 
doctors who have penetrated into the terra incognita 
man’s mind. For, Sir Thomas Browne once 
served with remarkable prescience, carry with 
the wonders seek without us: there all Africa and 
her prodigies Consequently not the least 
surprising that contemporary authors should grasp the 
fictional possibilities the delicate, interpersonal 
tionship that exists between psychiatrist and patient. 


Dr. Kurt Bucholz, Robert Mark’s novel, 
brilliant Viennese psychiatrist now practicing New 
York and with clientele consisting largely fashion- 
able inadequates. his profound dismay, 
discovers that has himself become the prey 
pulsions had been helping others control. What 
follows the story his mind’s disintegration and the 


resultant repercussions the lives handful his 


patients. Now the hero who fails, the man power 
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with the disastrous flaw his make-up, intriguing 
figure and has ever been the core serious drama. 


matter how fascinating the central situation, how- 
ever, novel stands falls the success with which 
its characters are drawn. Unfortunately, 
creations, Bucholz and his circle patients have the 
texture cardboard; they are summoned, would 
appear, from some clinical case-book phychiatry 
without that magical transformation into the living, 
substantially realized characters expect compe- 
tent fiction. addition, the handling scene and 
incident uninspired and marred frequent lapses 
into bad taste. 

What philosophizing there is, organized largely into 
commonplace assault upon the sterilities conven- 
tional respectability and conformity. But find 
sense the moral tensions that would inevitably arise 
from such situation, sense man’s dignity, and 
awareness the full dimensions human in- 
tegrity. fact, for anyone grounded the traditional 
Judaeo-Christian conception man and his destiny, 
the author’s apparent standards normality mental 
outlook and conduct are almost painfully adolescent. 


William Walsh, 
Baltimore, Maryland 


Coray, Henry Son Tears 


Putnam. Sept. 23,1957. 316p. $3.95. 

Author Coray subtitles his book: Novel the Life 
Saint Augustine. first novel, evincing admira- 
tion for the Saint, careful research and plenty good 
will. But ill-conceived and badly written. 


The delineation character one-dimensional from 
the start, the naughty-child-catechumen alternately 
steals apples and runs mother. chapter, 
which there are twenty-four, has its little patches 
direct quotation, frequently inconsequential conversa- 
tion, presumably depict character. The writing 
with clichés. They are strung together often 
whole paragraphs, especially when nature thought 
important the mood the story. times 
they are innocuous the “curtain night” but 
then again they can swell rhapsodic intensity 
“the friendly sun kissed the almond buds into clouds 
bluish-pink blossoms.” 


Monica, the Saint’s mother, turns out monster 
perfection, tediously right all times, playing out 
her scenes dim-lit background with low-keyed 
hysteria. She calls Augustine “Aurelian” when she 
signaling for intimate discourse with the intention 
having her own way. Her influence over Augustine, 
even during the long separation his education 
Carthage unrelenting and, depicted here, good 
example momism Philip Wylie ever decried. 


The book itself recovers somewhat with Monica’s de- 
mise Ostia. She enroute with the family, Augus- 
tine now priest, found monastery Tagaste, the 
hometown North Africa. The limp prose starched 
from here generous quotations from the 
Saint’s sermons and letters Bishop Hippo. His 
opponents, whether Manichaean, Donatist Pelagian, 
are depicted throughout the book cretins. 
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There are perhaps many who would find this book in- 
spiring consoling. Such claim also made for 
certain kinds religious art, garish example which 
found the vice-scarlet jacket cover: simper- 
ing, badly drawn Saint, gaping heavenward. 


Brother Gabriel, F.S.C. 


Williams, Elva Sacramento Waltz 
McGraw-Hill. Sept. 30,1957. 212p. $3.75. 


Though Miss Williams determinedly gay her story 
two women Sacramento, California, the World 
War era, the novel she has produced leaves one with 
faint feeling distaste, probably because, for all the 
sang-froid the contemporary reader, there are things 
which still command little solemn contemplation 
most circles, and fidelity one them. 

Fanny, one the two, becomes femme monde and 
finally marries the man she loves, going off fairy 
tale existence wealthy woman, with great houses 
San Francisco and villas the Riviera, and titled 
guests intimate dinner parties. Snyder, her friend, 
never manages leave the provincial confines her 
Sacramento middle-class neighborhood, the store she 
helps her husband run, when she the mood. 
She does end rather well off financially, thanks 
the bootlegging business, and she continues have 
high life with one man after another. 

The narrator neighbor both women, who be- 
comes their confidante, largely because she can sym- 
pathize with yet never rival them; she explains that her 
growth was stunted such extent that she can 
never hope have normal woman’s life, can never 
hope find love. Everything about this fails ring 
true; indeed, would have been preferable not ring 
this saintly but unlifelike character tell the story; 
simply impossible believe her detached but 
understanding friendship for her two fast friends. 
Actually, none the characters really comes through. 
Every portrait built shaky foundation super- 
ficial mannerisms, and Miss Williams’ writing, from 
beginning end, annoyingly mannered. Only now 
and again does she bring off some nice bit humor, 
word phrase which can truly called felicitous. 


While she has committed major offenses, there 
just enough everything wrong—style, characteriza- 
tion, and certain lack taste—to cause the book 


fall well short its mark. 
Anita Monsees, WHCU, 
Ithaca, New York 


Seifert, Elizabeth The Doctor’s Husband 
Dodd, Mead. Sept. 23,1957. 307p. $3.50. 

This latest novel the medical profession from the 
prolific pen Elizabeth Seifert sure success 
with what probably her considerable following. The 


deftly done, the characters sympathetically 


handled, the problems entirely within the range 
credibility. Above all, perhaps, that feeling that the 
reader has being “behind the scenes.” The personal 
life doctor, the life that lies beyond the patients’ 
ken hospital, are subjects with somewhat mys- 
terious and romantic aura for the uninitiated. 
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Pretty red-headed Dr. Tracy Vaughan may have looked 
more like one her young patients than full fledged 
M.D. But M.D. she was, vitally interested her pro- 
fession, and held high professional regard her 
colleagues, male and female. She marries one these, 
Dr. Michael Loring, the catch the hospital. Troubles 
start for the young pair even before marriage, for the 
last moment Michael decides not ready for mar- 
riage, his equilibrium having been upset the advent 
soigneé blonde reminiscent the type whom 
had been briefly married five years earlier. Tracy, 
sure that Michael’s indecision really not his own 
will, holds him his promise and the ceremony takes 
place. The marriage off inauspicious start, and 
while remains courteous, public-fooling basis, 
there real marriage. This difficult situation con- 
tinues until return from two years’ active 
duty with the Air Force. Their marriage truly begins 
this point, does their joint professional life. 
Michael, however, becomes jealous the personal 
affection that exists between Tracy’s patients and Tracy, 
which contrasts with his own impersonal, entirely 
scientific approach their problems. Eventually be- 
comes necessary for Tracy decide between the im- 
portance her career and the importance her mar- 
riage. They move from St. Louis small New Eng- 
land community where Michael opens private practice 
and becomes member the Indian Ridge Clinic. 
Tracy drops her M.D. and becomes simply Michael’s 
wife. The situation eventually resolves itself the 
happiness and satisfaction everyone concerned, with 
both marriage and their two craeers functioning har- 
moniously. retrospect Tracy seems little incredible 
her wisdom and unselfishness. Actually, the author 
successfully avoids any attitude smugness. Those 
who enjoy novels about doctors, and/or those who en- 
joy novels concerned with the problems the young 
married set, will enjoy this. 
Edith Howley, 


Madison, New Jersey 


Idell, Albert 
Doubleday. Oct. 10,1957. 328p. $3.95. 


Rogers’ Folly takes its name from the venture ship- 
ping firm. The Rogers’ vessel was transport our 
shores elephant, known the sailors Suzy. sea 
catastrophe adds point the Folly. Suzy sinks with 
the ship—just this novel does. 

has become noteworthy that the quasi-historical novel 
has become medium for salacious love stories 
pedantic preachments. This offering Albert Idell’s 
the fourth novel, the historical vein, about the 
Rogers family. not noteworthy for any reason. 


The story lies between the years 1844 and 
locale Bordentown, and Philadelphia, Pa. 
are introduced members the family Raphael— 
Count Borelli—a member the entourage Joseph 
Bonaparte during his exile the Count Borelli 
—his daughters Teresina and Augustina, are carica- 
tures, are most the dramatis personae. Count 
Borelli all that the comic strips would make the 
disenfranchised nobleman. pompous, gay, silly 
and all once. Teresina, called Zena, the older 
daughter. She the vamp the piece with little 


Rogers’ Folly 


Idell Mercer 


morals. Augustina, Gussie, the pure, Virginal, 
vapid saint. Nothing but the pious issues from 
sweet lips. The family said Catholic but 
page 223 the Count sagely advises his daughters 
marriage: “When you are completely love, religion 
longer matters.” This follows upon the 
page that they are “devout Catholics and 
the Count) has brought them carefully the 
Faith.” The shipowners, father and son Rogers, 
also all that the movies would make seamen. Even 
the Quaker mannerisms seem sound false. 


The plot moves inexorably through the stages Zena’s 
flirtations, Gussie’s courtship and marriage, and the 
climax reached, take it, the tragic loss fortune 
the Rogers when Suzy goes down watery grave, 
The recounting this tragedy ordinary seaman 
must one the modern classics sentimentality. 


There nothing naughty about this work. 
morality subdued, although the Catholic will 
strange the company those who flaunt marriage 
laws yet profess most ardent faith. Perhaps for the 
reader who enjoys simple love tale the background 
mid-seventeenth century USA, this book may 
pealing. competes with the soap opera version 
life know from radio and television. doubt 
would recommend for good reading. 


Eugene Linehan, 
Chaptico, Maryland 


Mercer, Charles The Drummond Tradition 
Putnam. Oct. 14,1957. 318p. $3.95. 

The Drummond tradition one faithful service 
the United States officer its army. 
tradition born and nurtured true patriotism and 
deep conviction inevitable destiny which 
quires that the male Drummonds take the burden 
providing steady stream military leadership 
the nation. This, any rate, the view the tradi- 
tion held Lieutenant General Andrew Jackson Drum- 
mond, III. This, too, the view the tradition taken 
his son, Major Andrew Jackson Drummond, IV. 
However, whereas the General firmly, almost fanati- 
cally, convinced the validity this view, the Major 
has several serious doubts. Drew, recovering Italy 
from wound received Korea, finds himself the 
center battle between his own lack interest 
perpetuating the glories the Drummond 
and his dying father’s determination keep the army 
and the family united. This, then, the story 
young man trapped tradition which has in- 
terest upholding and which, has discovered, has 
definitely discreditable origin. tradition, Major 
Drummond maintains, fine thing for everyone 
cept the latest generation. And yet, not the tradi- 
tion, but rather his own lack any positive direction 
which, the end, keeps him the army. 


Charles Mercer’s story, which what might have been 
the most important decision man’s life degenerates 
into apathetical surrender the status-quo, presents 
few days the present liberally and sometimes be- 
wilderingly interspersed with flashbacks the past, 
distant and not-so-distant. While this flashback tech- 
nique excellent means filling the necessary 
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background the story, seems times bit 
overdone, with the result that the story gives the im- 
pression lacking continuity. the whole, how- 
ever, the book well written and should provide in- 
teresting reading for the mature adult. Unfortunately, 
the entire tone the story amoral, though this amor- 
ality admitted and regretted. Major Drummond 
seems disturbed about his views life, but not enough 
make any serious efforts change them. Lacking 
even his father’s allegiance spurious tradition, 
Andrew Jackson Drummond, IV, tragic figure lack- 
ing any trace the nobility found the classic, the 


tragic. 
John O’Hara, M.A. 


Boulle, Pierre The Test 


Vanguard. 216p. $3.50. 

novel based actual case the post-World- 
War-II period, The Test tells how Marie-Helen, twelve- 
year-old daughter Dutch planter and his French 
wife, was adopted and raised Malay family who 
rescued and sheltered her when the Japanese invaded 
Sinang and killed her father. After the war ended, 
she “rescued” French doctor and French priest 
and taken back Europe educated, the under- 
standing that when she age she may make her 
own decision whether stay Europe return 
the Malay fisherboy she had married native cere- 
mony. Her failure pass examinations for the Gen- 
eral Certificate mistaken her and her lover, 
who has followed her, mean that she will not 
permitted make that choice, and the end romanti- 
cally tragic. Boulle seems more ease and more 
sympathy with the Malay culture than with his 
native French culture. The translation Xan Field- 
ing fine. 


Taylor, Elizabeth Angel 


Viking. 252p. $3.50. 


Miss Taylor manages write novel about “lady 
novelist” which reads much like satiric parody the 
novels her amazing heroine writes. Angel Deverell 
was highly imaginative little girl fifteen who, caught 
out some her fanciful tales school, sets herself 
writing novel about the people she dreams 
heavily purpled style that, everyone’s amazement, 
sells like hot-cakes fair. She writes one year for 
her hungrily romantic fans and makes enough money 
finally own the stately mansion she had dreamed 
about. She also marries Lord’s nephew and attracts 
the devotion the Lord’s niece, her sister-in-law, but 
outlives her popularity and fails find new formula 
for times that have changed. pleasantly skillful 
and credible story which should delight commoner and 
connoisseur, for different reasons. 


Root Evil 


Cross, James 

Messner. Sept. 192p. $3.00. 
Two brothers, James and Bill McCabe, discover chest 
eight thousand gold-eagle coins while excavating 
hillside back their California home, preparation 
for building patio. attempt keep the treasure 


Boulle Taylor Cross Armour Parkinson Sacchi Morton 
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trove and convert into currency without having 
confiscated, they decide smuggle Europe, con- 
vert into francs and the francs into dollars. But the 
secret discovered, and pursuit ruthless and disas- 
trous. The climax comes deserted and ruined 
castle the Rhine, with something “goetterdaem- 
merung” fury. makes fast-paced, hot-breathing tale 
which kept amazingly credible. Adult will 
find exciting, and will probably made into film. 


Armour, Richard Twisted Tales from Shakespeare 
McGraw-Hill. Sept. 30,1957. 152p. $2.95. 

Having made himself audience with All Started 
with Columbus, Professor Armour has worked hard 
funny about European history and famous women 
history. working even harder funny 
about Shakespeare this gagman’s version six 
the better known plays, with curtains and hangings 
about the authorship, the life and the theater Shake- 
speare. this your dish tea, this obviously your 
dish tea. found the going dull. 


Parkinson, Northcote Parkinson’s Law 
Houghton, Mifflin. Sept. 18,1957. 113p. $3.00. 

The Raffles Professor History the University 
Malaya reports his discovery law according 
which bureaucratic organizations grow, multiplica- 
tion subordinates, predictable rate between 
5.17 and 6.56 percent per year. Statistical history sur- 
veys also show the coefficient inefficiency boards 
and councils, cabinets, and committees. has also 
demonstrated his law the Rising Pyramid, exempli- 
fied the 78.45% increase Admirals the same 
time that ships commission were minus 67.74% and 
officers and men were 31.5% fewer, during 14-year 
peiod. His tongue-in-cheek analyses and studies are 
consistently dead-pan, and penetratingly, 
ously satiric. 


Sacchi, Filippo The Magic Baton 
Putnam. Sept. 13,1957. 224p. $3.75. 

This thoroughly readable and informative biography 
the “magical” Arturo Toscanini, written jour- 
nalist Turin and Milan who knew the maestro and 
has taken pains gather material from the conductor’s 
friends and family. This English edition work 
first published Italian 1951, has been abridged and 
revised the author. credit given another 
than for the translation, presumably re- 
sponsible for several minor faults that area, e.g., 


“flout” for “flaunt” (p. 11). 


Dodd, Mead. Oct. 14,1957. 374p. $6.00. 

The author the Steps the Master and least 
ten other popular travel books, (e.g., Search Ire- 
land, Stranger Spain), has felicity well 
facility writing which has won him wide reading 
public who need only told that has written 
new book. End papers are economically used give 
map central Rome and sum briefly its rich 
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and varied history. The illustrative photographs how- 
ever are more than adequate and often banal. The 
text however excellent, and deserved less trite illus- 
tration. This will acceptable and presentable 
gift for any reader. 


Howarth, David The Sledge Patrol 
Macmillan. Oct. 233p. $4.50. 


This factual account the detection and defeat 
German invasion Greenland, operate weather- 
reporting station, reads like fiction. The heroes the 
account are seven Danish and Norwegian hunters who 
formed sledge patrol assigned protect Greenland’s 
weather stations along five-hundred-mile stretch 
the eastern coast. The invaders outnumbered the patrol 
and were far better equipped with weapons and food 
supplies. But the seven men with only hunting rifles 
had skill and indomitable courage. Part this thrill- 
ing story appeared The Saturday Evening Post under 
the title Secrets the Unknown War. Photographs 
and maps illustrate the book. 


Cerf, Bennett (Editor) Reading for Pleasure 
Harper. 769p. $4.95. 

Editor and publisher Cerf has proven himself before 
this gentleman discernment and genial taste. The 
selection items that make this generous anthology 
only added evidence the wide range his interests 
and good judgment. There nothing hackneyed 


HEADLINERS 
Book and Classification Author and Review 
FICTION 
Love Possessed (IIb) Cozzens Oct. 
the Beach Shute Aug. 
Peyton Place (IV) Metalious 15, 
The World Suzie Wong Mason Aug. 
from Peking (Ila) Buck Aug. 
Rally Round the Flag Boys (III) 15, 
Compulsion (III) Levin Dec. 
The Pink Hotel (IIb) Erskine& ’57 
Silver Spoon (IIb) Gilbert May ’57 
NON-FICTION 
Baruch: Own Story Baruch Sept. 
The Hidden Persuaders (Ila) Packard May 15, 
The New Class (Ila) Djilas Aug. 15, 
The Day Christ Died (1) Bishop May 15, ’57 
“Where Did You Go?” Sept. 
The Innocent Ambassadors (Ila) Wylie May 15, 
Stay Alive All Your Life Peale Apr. 15, 
Silver Platter (Ila) Berlin June 
Operation Sea Lion (Ila) Fleming July 15, 
NOTE! 


egregious error which escaped the Editor’s eye, 
the issue September 15, 1957, page 181, credits The 
Tichborne Imposter Geddes MacGregor Farrar, 
Straus Cudahy, and The Tichborne Claimant 
Douglas Woodruff Lippincott. The credits should 
the other way ’round: Farrar, Straus Cudahy pub- 
lished the Woodruff study; Lippincott that Mac- 
Gregor. Apologies are herewith tendered both pub- 
lishing houses. 


over-familiar this volume, and each the 
three long short items almost sure please any 
reader, even all will not please all readers. the 
first 150 pages are four sets “companion pieces,” 


which, for example, Max Beerbohm’s “The 


Dragon Hay Anne Lindbergh’s “Channeled 
Whelk,” and Stephen Benet’s “By the Waters Baby. 
lon” are set side side and prove amazingly good com. 
panions. Other divisions celebrate “Yesterday,” with 
the lovely “Indian Summer Forsyte” (Galsworthy) 
working its magic gentle tears; “Far Places,” 
ing excerpt from Maurice Herzog’s account the 
ascent Everest, among others; Takes All Kinds” 
being gallery nine portraits; Stories,” 
dren’s Hour,” “Where There’s Thrill,” and “Accent 
Laughter” being the other self-explanatory headings, 
There are chapters from works published recently 
1957 mingle with some from the nineteenth 
But every instance the choice made with 
nation. This anthology for the connoisseur 
well for the general reader. should make 
lightful gift, either receive give. 


Sagendorph, Robb (Editor) 
The Old Farmer’s Almanac Sampler 
Washburn. Oct. 15,1957. 306p. $5.00. 


Recently filler appearing some newspapers 
cated that person’s feet are apt change much 
one size the course the day, and that is, there- 
fore, better buy shoes the late afternoon, one 
looking for comfort rather than daintiness; 1903, The 
Old Farmer’s Almanac said: “To get comfortably fitting 
shoes, buy them the afternoon when the exercise 
the day has stretched the muscles their largest 
This not the only instance which the 
Almanac was well ahead its day. many its 
little pieces advice displayed knowledge hus 
bandry and hygiene that calls for delighted recogni- 
tion from this age science. 


Out the mountain words accumulated the one 
hundred and sixty-four years the almanac’s existence 
Robb Sagendorph has gathered what must presume 
representative anthology sage advice about 
farming and housekeeping, terrifying anecdotes, and 
corn-fed armchair philosophy. The selections indi- 
cate that Mr. Sagendorph has been truly eclectic and 
has made effort false synthesis. There is, for in- 
stance, notable emphasis giving children good 
education but there also occasional word warn- 
ing against book-learning. There much about the 
wisdom staying the land, but some plain state- 
ments the effect that boys should not farmers 
they are better suited for professions; much about in- 
dustry, but some pleasant concessions pleasure. 
cepts are occasionally confirmed horrible examples, 
such the one the lady who, 1797, fearing that 
she would detected the act smoking, started 
fire hastily disposing her burning cigar. 


All all, have here interesting sociological docu- 
ment; the cheery philosophy, conquering all the 
world’s ills industry and temperance, will bring 
wry smile many reader’s face. interesting 
literary document, too, with bucolic air that is, its 
prosy way, reminiscent Spenser; and has some 
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the weirdest prose ever executed, prose which must 
have had some effect the editor his writing the 
introduction. Coarse anecdotes can overlooked. 


William Hill, S.J. 


Scott-Maxwell, Florida 
Women and Someitmes Men 
Knopf. 207p. $3.50. 

The strangeness this book lies the fact that 
written neither the technical language its subject 
matter nor the clear precise prose what com- 
monly spoken “nonfiction.” 


Mrs. Florida Scott-Maxwell, American born, actress, 
journalist and late life (in her fifties) Jungian 
analytical psychologist, now well over seventy. 
the very beginning this book, she says: wish 
make full acknowledgment Dr. Jung, whose 
concepts have used, but take full responsibility for 
the many places where have had only own ex- 
perience and that other women guide me.” 


this review shall not undertake explain these 
concepts Dr. Jung even comment them. 
That leave the professional analytical psychologist. 
shall review the contents the book, make some 
comments the style writing and give some ex- 
cerpts justify what have say. its very nature 
this book restricted very discriminating adults. 


The table contents reveals little nothing about the 
nature the subject matter under discussion. The 
first chapter entitled are Baffled” expresses exactly 
reaction the whole thing. Chapter “We Agree 
with Our Chapter 10, “The Outer Scene,” 
Chapter 17, titles not help 
anybody find anything the book. The one title 
which does, reflects and reiterates the book title, Chap- 
ter called “The Masculine and Feminine Prin- 
Mrs. Scott-Maxwell trying convey; namely, women 
are sometimes men, there dual principle each 
them, sometimes the one, sometimes the other, rules. 


first criticism the book basic one: does not 
speak clearly about clear cut subject matter. the 
first chapter are told that “woman has always been 
the secret side life.” This book does not unveil any 
her secrecy, but, opinion, adds confusion 
already complex creature. 


The style writing just confusing and serves 
mainly confound: 


Divorce frequent, and ugly its findings, that 
proval natural, but part woman’s new freedom, and 
the place where she steps outside old definitions. She can 
now refuse give her body, and this new thing for 
woman: her marriage ends, she can now support herself 
possession herself, and this has its own honor. 
This not helping clarify anything. Still less does 
the following taken from the last chapter called “The 
New Morality”: 
The emergent feminine shows great gamut 
from the Assumption the Virgin becoming Article 


Faith the Catholic Church, down the simplest woman 
trying understand herself. 


Scott-Maxwell Friedman Tansill 233 


Not only does not convey clearly idea, but sus- 
pect that the proclamation the dogma bears little 
relationship any woman’s “understanding” herself. 
This written neither for the profession nor for the 
ordinary reader. puzzled decide for what audi- 
ence was written. would never buy myself; 
would advise those interested Jung’s theories about 
women wrestle understanding with Jung 


the original. 
Sister Mary William, Ph.D., 
President, 
College St. Catherine, 
St. Paul, Minnesota 


Friedman, Philip Their Brothers’ Keepers 
Crown. Oct. 224p. $3.00. 

This book sort resumé the help given the 
Jewish people their hour trial under the Nazi 
regime. Germany and the Nazi-occupied nations 
there were about 8,000,000 Jews and these the 
Nazis caused the death 6,000,000 directly in- 
directly. the remaining two million, one million 
sought safety flight; the remaining million survived 
“in the very crucible the Nazi hell.” mainly 
with the latter million that the book concerned. 

This book poorly written from the interest viewpoint 
because covers many countries and many in- 
dividuals. one account takes more than page 
two the 160 pages the actual text. The author 
doesn’t want omit anyone and this book resembles 
sort Honor Roll. 

Yet despite the brevity, glorious record shows forth 
and really amazing how many Christians were will- 
ing risk life and property help others danger 
and distress. 

The book has index pages small print and 
pages notes and references, again small print. 
Many these notes are inspiring the text. 

Dr. Friedman lecturer Jewish History Colum- 
bia University. was Poland when the Nazi per- 
secution began, worked the underground and sur- 
vived although his wife and daughter did not. has 
written books, essays and articles several languages 


Jewish History. 
James Ball, 


Buffalo, New York 


Tansill, Charles Callan 
America and the Fight for Irish Freedom 
1866-1922 

Devin-Adair. Oct. 15,1957. 489p. $7.50. 


American historians have long come expect that 
when Dr. Tansill completes study some diplomatic 
problem, the end-product definitive. This present 
study exception. his own modest fashion the 
author describes his work “an old story based upon 
new data” but readers will find that story which 
has never been told before. 

First all there fresh interpretation Ireland’s 
position the British imperial system during the first 
half the 19th century. The stage set for Charles 
Stewart Parnell lead the fight for Irish freedom. This 
great patriot revealed the most candid fashion 


the 

Baby. 

the 

Kinds” 

Accent 

adings, 

ntly 

uch 
there- 

one 

The 

fitting 

cise 

the 

its 


234 


his strength and weakness. There has never been 
more balanced judgment Parnell’s role Irish 
history. 

The same type portraiture also present respect 
Roger Casement, John Redmond, the Clan-na-Gael, 
Sinn Fein, and the Irish Republican Brotherhood. There 
hiding the fact that much this “revisionist 
history,” but revision that has been long overdue. 
The careful documentation, concerning the individuals 
and groups involved the early fight for Irish freedom, 
will serve perfect background for understanding 
the violent eruptions beginning 1916 which 
focussed world attention upon the Irish scene. 


The basic elements revolution can never appre- 
ciated until the emotional aspects are segregated and 
Dr. Tansill has achieved this most difficult task. 
might expected some reputations are shattered while 
others are enhanced. The barbarous imperialism 
Great Britain exposed meticulous detail especially 
the machinations such austere personalities 
Lloyd George, Winston Churchill and Sir Edward 
Grey. 

The American abettors British imperialism are 
also revealed among Ireland’s stubborn antagonists: 
Woodrow Wilson, the idealist, who could not stretch 
his idealism cover the persecuted Irish; Robert Lan- 
sing, his Secretary State, whose mendacity toward 
the Irish was exceeded only the frailities his legal 
principles. But the brighter side were the Ameri- 
can heroes the Irish fight: Senator William 
Borah, William Cardinal O’Connell, Bishop Michael 
Gallagher, John Devoy, and Judge Daniel Cohalan. 
Among the many manuscript collections used Dr. 
Tansill’s research, none more important than Judge 
Cohalan’s. 

However for many who will read this volume, the most 
impressive feature will the account Eamon De- 
Valera, first president the Irish Republic. For the 
first time there scholarly appraisal this impulsive 
and impetuous rebel who halted the rebellion before 
had run its course, bringing unnecessary grief his 
people and nation. his greed for power, bit the 
American hands which had been feeding the fight for 
Irish freedom long before had arrived the scene. 
His attempts interference American politics de- 
stroyed any hopes might have had acquire states- 
man-like qualities. But DeValera’s most serious mis- 
take was trying influence Irish-Americans for- 
sake their allegiance America behalf the Irish 
Republic. This blundering approach stalled the drive 
for Irish independence while another generation had 
settle for dominion status within the British Empire. 


For those unfamiliar with the Tansillian style, the com- 
bination scholarliness and sprightliness will 
most pleasant surprise. The preface alone educa- 


tion charm. 
Francis Gannon, 
University Scranton 


Adler, Irving What Want Our Schools 
Day. 256p. $3.75. 


The century ending the middle the nineteen hun- 
dreds marked the close endeavors establish public 


Adler Goodman 


Best 


education the United States; the following one 
hundred years was devoted increasing the number 
schools. are now entering the epoch establish. 
ing equality education for all and improving the 
quality the educative process. 


The work Adler another attempt fulfill the 
objectives our times. Hutchins, Bestor, 
and others sought better quality schooling, one 
re-introduction the classics, another abolition 
vocational education, still another abolition 
professors education, Adler would remove the 
concept from educational practice. His reasons lie 
the cultural content intelligence tests which makes 
impossible really know the ability the lower socio 
economic classes and the concept innateness that 
supposedly accompanies the idea. feels 
teachers too readily excuse students because they be. 
lieve them unable learn instead attempting 
remove their retardation, which affirms culturally 
derived. 


appears that vocational education must retained, 
and the sciences, mathematics, languages replaced 
the curriculum and taught everyone. Just how 
tional subjects and the cultural are included 
courses-of-study not explained. There little als 
indicate their relative importance the program. 
Progressive education evaluated quite sanely its 
methodology with the overuse and misuse the project 
method receiving adequate attention. Inadequate em- 
phasis upon drill subjects and overemphasis upon how- 
to-do subjects also merit agreement. 


The discriminating reader will readily detect 
stantly recurring béte noir behind every topic: the big 
business executive the person responsible for the 
“deplorable” status our society. Adler feels that 
educators have sold out him and that has 
enced cultural and economic values adversely. 
who preventing the building suitable schools and 
preventing improvement the curriculum. 


One must also object the author’s concept 
dom, his plea for unguarded discussion and his lack 
delineating the needs individual responsibility. 
places supreme faith the belief that people 
following democratic procedures will come forth with 
the truth. There recognition that certain truths 
already exist. 


The book may cause some public furor because has 
presented another myth account for lowered quality 
public education. Its lack constructive, well-con- 
sidered philosophy may make its influence ephemeral. 


Lennon, Ph.D., 
Department Education, 
University Scranton 


Goodman, Walter The Clowns Commerce 
Sagamore Press. Oct. 278p. $4.95. 

The Madison Avenue-inspired blurb the dust jacket 
this satirical, fresh look hucksterism advertizes: 
“Mr. Goodman, with his sharp pencil and his sharp 
eye, has penetrated into many the secret places 
our promotionally-minded society. (His sharp wit has 
cut even the public conclaves.) has taken notes 
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private brainstorming session (and has reported 
the brainiest suggestion the session, the need 
new product for the home—a bubble bath that cleans 
body and bathtub simultaneously); has listened and 
retained all the naive nonsense exchanged certain 
meetings; (in book about advertizing?); 
has remarked the self-righteousness the wire- 
has sat rally for Joe McCarthy; 
(Poor Joe. Why can’t they let sleeping dogs lie?); 
has subjected his soul the exhortations Billy 
Graham; (Take care, Mr. Goodman. There’s text 
Galatians); and has offered his mother-in-law 
the altar Slenderella.” suspect was rather the 
who got all shook Slenderella’s table.) 


these parentheses give sample the author’s 
method. Quote after interminable quote first re- 
corded, and then the inevitable witticism, one out 
ten good one, inserted. The book reads like ready 
reference guide, with running editorial comment, all 
the phony slogans, corny jingles, 
soft-selling pitches, and bald-faced lies that hoodwink 
the American buying public every day. you want 
information non-cancerous cigarettes, the facts are 
here; it’s hexachlorophened, 
paste you’re interested in, look here; you wish 
embarrassed discovering how green stamps put you 
the red, read the truth about those little stamps; 
you want know how soap powders are magnetic, 
what makes Milltowns relaxing, how lipsticks are 
redder-than-red, and how cold can conquered 
matter minutes, again refer here. The story out, 
the whole naked truth. last the pharisaical pitch- 
men are unmasked. Yet, the story not well told 
could have been. After the point the satire 
made, interest wanes, the humor grows thin, and 
good riotous beginning tapers off into cynical, tragic- 
comic observations the social milieu. Many these 
observations are intelligent and can justified. But 
feel the latter third the book where they occur 
out step with the tone set the beginning. Never- 
theless, the book will popular and will sell. 
least should have tremendous vogue among the 
“clowns” themselves. These men the Ivy League 
suits (grey flannel now passé) will tote under their 
arms the manner that undergraduate Ivy Leaguers 


clutch their Kierkegaard. 
John Murray, Ph.D., 
University Scranton 


Davis, Hassoldt World Without Roof 
Duell, Sloan Pearce. Sept. 25,1957. 436p. $4.95 


Hassoldt Davis traveler, explorer and author, who 
has written Islands Under the Wind, Land the Eye, 
Half Past When, The Jungle and the Damned, and 
Sorcerer’s Village. His latest work,World Without 
Roof, is, can believe the subtitle, autobiography. 

the morning July 4th, 1907, was carried 
his nurse the bedroom window, where, family 
legend has it, reached for the “bright horizon.” 
the close the book, 436, still reaching, this 
time for archipelago called Chagos, somewhere off 

eastern coast Arabia. Such the general theme 
the story. 


Davis Kissinger 235 


quickpaced, imaginative prose describes his boy- 
hood Wellesley, outside Boston, his early education, 
sojourn Paris, sowing few wild oats, his return 
Harvard and bout adultery, during all which 
strives learn his chosen craft writing and yearns 
explore the ends the earth. This period his 
life terminates when banished from the family 
threshold, not without reason, and goes off San 
Francisco. 


There the saga begins which will take him the South 
Seas, Burma, India, Nepal, French Guiana, West and 
East Africa, wherever the new, the strange, the exotic 
and unexplored beckon him. The five years fought 
and propagandised for the cause the Free French 
carry him through the Western desert, Italy, Alsace 
and Indo-China. His services earned him the medal 
the Legion Honor and the Croix Guerre. Much 
has traveled but not exactly realms gold, for 
the books and documentary films produced 
result these trips afforded him more than 
queasy, financial foundation for his new ventures. 


With reporter’s eye for vivid and sensational detail 
describes the srange lands visited, their ways 
life, peculiar customs, ceremonial dances, sacrificial 
rites, and forth. His interests are not those the 
scientific anthropolgoist; rather betrays journalistic 
flair for ferreting out the novel, abnormal and lurid. 
Witchcraft, magic, sorcery, superstition, the inevi- 
table African curse, for all which manifests 
tongue-in-the-cheek credulity, are liberally interspersed 
throughout the account. There are anecdotes the 
tradition the seafaring New England men old 
even Trader Horn. Nor does fail include 
account the women loved and left. 


autobiography the book reveals great power 
self-analysis. Similarly the sketches the men and 
women met, number them eccentrics, fail 
scratch the surface. the main the book trave- 
logue, full color, sound, scent, action and adventure, 
which more than one instance strained this reader’s 
credulity the breaking point. Its author man 
who finds the restraints and emptiness urban life 
intolerable and who, get away from all, plunges 
again and again into one more journey some distant 
and primitive place there beguile himself with new 
vistas, fresh sensations and whatever adventures may 
betide him. emerges from these pages prime 
specimen what Professor Sorokin once called our 
“sensate Culture.” 


Neither autobiography nor travelogue the 
book particularly important worthwhile. Its amoral 
attitude toward sex and marriage and its occasional 
blatant crudities will recommend one. 


Jacklin, 
Georgetown University, 


Washington, 


Kissinger, Henry World Restored 
Houghton, Mifflin. Oct. 14,1957. 354p. $6.00. 


From 1812-1822 two men dominated the diplomatic 
scene Europe, Metternich and Castlereagh. Metter- 
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nich, Austria’s Foreign Minister, preached “his lesson 
equilibrium, security based the relations 
states and not territorial extent.” believed 
conquering through diplomacy rather than force 
arms, but, when practical, was not averse war- 
fare. Castelreagh, Foreign Minister Britain, led his 
country out decade political isolation into 
policy containment for France through alliances with 
the continental nations. 


Vulnerable Austria was not strong enough stand 
conquering Napoleon. Thus, after Napoleon’s vic- 
tory Austerlitz, Meternich jockeyed for leadership 
Central Europe, emerging the architect anti- 
Napoleonic alliances while collaborating with Napo- 
leon. Metternich’s diplomacy duplicity was game 
the end which Austria had attained the Supreme 
Command the Alliance, had deflected the war from 
heroic, but saved empire.” 


1812 was the year Napoleon’s fiasco Russia. 
Austria now was strong enough oppose him. And 
Metternich, moving his diplomatic chessmen about the 
European board, now moved checkmate Bona- 
parte. Unfortunately, the Austrian statesman manipu- 
lated his chessmen with the morally unacceptable policy 
“the end justifies the means.” 


His tactics worked. When the deluded Napoleon 
refused the offer peace proffered him the Con- 
gress Prague, Meternich found useful enter 
anti-Napoleonic war. The war was favorable 
the Allied powers and the reactionary Metternich of- 
fered Napoleon peace that would leave France strong 
—contained within natural boundaries continue the 
balance power upon which the Austrian based his 
peace solution. Castlereagh, meanwhile, mindful 
Britain’s national and maritime interests, fought for 
weakening French power, especially Holland. 
Eventually Napoleon was tucked away exile Elba 
and the coalition made peace with Bourbon France, 
only fight Napoleon again another day. There fol- 
lowed the Congress Vienna for settling differences 
among the allies. Russia sought the annexation 
Poland, (now occupied the Tsar Alexander’s 
troops), and Prussia claimed Saxony. Thus the ac- 
quisitive powers, Russia and Prussia, were set off from 
the powers, represented Austria and 
Britain, with France the periphery. Napoleon’s re- 
appearance the European scene 1815 necessitated 
new approach. After Waterloo, the powers sought 
guarantee peaceful stability Europe through the 
Holy Alliance. war, peace, Metternich 
guided the destinies nations through successive trials. 
Conferences peace such the Congresses Aix-la- 
Chapelle, Troppau, and Laibach settled revolutions 
Spain, Naples, Piedmont, and Greece. 
diplomatic skill was often put the test, but some- 
how always managed come out ahead. His de- 
sign for peace through European equilibrium prevailed 
for 


interesting history for the general adult reader. 
Dean Corcoran, O.F.M. Cap., 


Saint Lawrence Seminary, 
Mount Calvary, Wisconsin 


Keel Pegis 
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Keel, John 

Messner. Oct. 249p. $3.95. 
the world Oriental black magic. told 
periodically penniless writer who has intimate. 
style narrative and perceptive eye for 
the eerier aspects that bizarre world which lies 
yond Western Europe. explains many the 
teries which have come out the East, but 
not explain them all, for Mr. Keel occasion was 
either not given the answer unable find the 
swer. Catholic theology could explain some 
mysteries diabolism, factor which never takes 
into account, although did spend some time with 
devil worshippers India. 


Keel began life farm boy, full curiosity, 
Northern New York State. set out writer 
living Greenwich Village. After period 
tary service and another civilian employee the 
American Forces Network, started off probe the 
mysterious Orient, with Cairo his first step. There 
learned about snakes, mummies and something 
the Nasser regime, well courtesans and 
first adventures proved profitable, except finan- 
cially. 


However, penniless though might be, continued 
through the Near East India. dogged 
persistence and invincible confidence that would 
receive some money from his literary agent, traversed 
considerable amount that sub-continent. made 
friends Tibetan lamas and enemies some devil 
worshippers. even pursued the 
man” the Himalayas and met Tenzing, the famed 
Mount Everest guide. Wherever went saw some- 
thing exotic, and often learned much, and 
communicative talent evoking all his book. 


Perhaps the most notable feature his adventurous 
experiences that can deft phrase two 
convey the repellent and revolting features this world 
which pioneered. Though his adventures were 
many, tells them with effective brevity, without 
braggadoccio, and with certain engaging charm. 
would really spoil the book for reading some the 
secrets which discloses, were revealed this 
view, for the tricks themselves are hardly new, but the 
explanations are often surprising and exciting. 


Actually, Mr. Keel bares world that may soon lost 
behind the Iron Curtain, and what uncovered 
few months may not known again for centuries. 
the book, apart from being somewhat hair-raising, may 
mild contribution what knowledge the Western 
World possesses the Mysterious East. 


Brendan Larnen, O.P., 
The Holy Name Journal, 
New York 21, New York 


Pegis, Anton Gilson Reader 
Hanover House. Sept. 19,1957. 358p. $3.50. 

The task compiling the works serious writer 
one representative volume best difficult one. 
And when that writer one the depth and scope 
Etienne Gilson, the task becomes even more 
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midable one. this labor which Anton Pegis has 
set for himself and which has admirably accom- 
his excellent and informative introduction, his sub- 
ject “lies safely beyond the reach” his pen, and, 
indeed, beyond the reach any pen. However, Pegis 
has succeeded giving remarkably representative 
glection Gilson’s philosophical writings with the 
result that the reader finds himself ready and eager 
the study the works from which these selec- 
tions were chosen. the case with any collection, 
there may dissatisfaction the part some readers 
with the omission favorite writings. seems un- 
likely, though, that any serious complaint can made 
that Pegis’ work does not present the heart the 
thought Etienne Gilson, scholar, historian, and above 
all, Christian philosopher. 
Gilson Reader brings together for the first time all 
the various philosophical subjects which Gilson has 
written over lifetime and presents them inte- 
grated and systematic whole. Two the selections, 
“Education and Higher Learning” and “What Chris- 
tian Philosophy?”, are here seen print for the first 
time. Five others appear for the first time English. 
the articles has selected Pegis has appended 
excellent set explanatory notes. particular in- 
terest the student philosophy and the general 
reader who inspired search deeper into the thought 
Gilson complete list his published works. 

John O’Hara, 

Twentynine Palms, California 


Winslow, Ola Elizabeth Master Roger Williams 
Macmillan. Oct. 328p. $6.00. 


“His (Williams’) victory (qualified course) was 
won. Nor will ever quite lost Roger Williams 
symbolizes and also personifies something the human 
spirit that perpetually renews the battle” (p. 292). 

The above quotation from Ola Winslow’s masterful 
portrait Roger Williams, “the disturber the peace,” 
can taken faithful summary very fascinat- 
ing and colorful account this “plain man.” This 
the first biography about Williams read this re- 
viewer, who frankly has always found anything about 
the “founding fathers New England” much the 
heavy and esoteric side. Therefore, this volume came 
most pleasant surprise and without doubt lets 
lot clear fresh air into both period and personali- 
ties which can and often are quite stuffy. Certainly, 
these troubled day “integration,” “states’ rights,” 
federal use force, this book will more than merely 
worthwhile; will mighty fine guide. The nation 
cannot use Roger Williams, for has long since de- 
parted the arena domestic discord; but, surely, his 
methods conciliation and moderation would 
Godsend. 


Miss Winslow’s study follows the chronological path 
biography, with frank admission that for long periods 
the life the founder Rhode Island there are 
great stretches utter silence with documentary 
evidence supply witness; but the author, writing 
with pen calm and deliberate Williams’ own 
Periods reflection and meditation, has deftly filled 
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the lacunae with clarity and skill which should please 
any reader. She has caught the movement the tur- 
moil, especially the chapters which deal with Wil- 
liams’ years the University (Cambridge); his service 
clerk under the “lion the law,” Sir Edward Coke; 
the almost endless controversies between Williams and 
the Boston divines. (An interesting note made much 
these pages the effect that the personal relations 
between Williams and John Winthrop were never les- 
sened, though they were ages apart their interpreta- 
tions “soule freedom.”) But, this reviewer’s opin- 
ion, Miss Winslow reaches highwater mark when she 
dealing with Williams’ constant traffic with the In- 
dians. darker page American history can 
written than those dyed with the old cliché that the 
“only good Indian dead one.” the everlasting 
praise Roger Williams, history’s pages had never 
recorded another “greatness” concerning him, are his 
tireless efforts co-exist with the redman. This alone 
would place his fame not merely the statuary hall 
the nation’s capitol and among the reformers 
Geneva, but the hearts his countrymen. 
One will find certain amount boredom, rising from 
repetitiousness the passages dealing with the theo- 
logical disputes current seventeenth-century Eng- 
land and the colonies; but the author again has clearly 
indicated that these contestants were not writing 
debating for age sophistication and materialism. 
Williams was fighting the way and manner best 
suited his character and if, the evening his life, 
derided and scorned the humble Quakers, leaving 
behind ugly smear his otherwise spotless coat-of- 
arms, the time and its men must weighed the 
balance. all means read this splendid biography. 
Berkeley Kines, S.J. 

Read, Miss Village Diary 
Houghton, Mifflin. 255p. $3.50. 
One reports regretfully that this uninspired record 
the doings spinster schoolmistress small 
English village. makes pleasant reading, true; 
but, since the spinster quite content with her lot, 
there not even romance give some excitement. 
writing about the engagement villager and the 
interest this stirs Fairacre, Miss Read says: “This 
avid interest the countryman his neighbors 
most vital part country living, and the cause 
both pleasure and annoyance. suppose springs 
from the common and pressing need for story.” 
When finished this book was sorry Miss Read did 
not make more story about this charming country 
town and its inhabitants. 


Adele Nash 
Werner, Happened New York 
Coward-McCann. 1957. 256p. $3.95. 


Three the seven articles this volume have already 
appeared the pages The New Yorker. Mr. 
Werner, however, has decided tell larger audience 
about Dr. Parkhurst’s Crusade, The Great Strike, and 
L’Affaire Gorky. New pieces are The Greatest Musical 
Wonder the World (Jenny Lind), The Metropolitan 
and brief account the early history New 
ork. 
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Dr. Charles Parkhurst, pastor the Madison Square 
Presbyterian Church, launched his crusade against 
Tammany Hall and the New York Police Department 
from his pulpit February 14, 1892. are,” 
roared, lying, perjured, rum-soaked, and libidinous 
lot.” Challenged prove his charges disguised 
himself and visited gambling houses brothels. 
Eventually turned enough evidence bribe- 
taking and political corruption warrant full scale 
investigation the Police Department the hearings 
the Lexow Committee 1894. 


Jenny Lind, “the Swedish Nightingale,” did not, 
course, “happen New York.” She sang enthusi- 
astic audiences Boston, Philadelphia, Washington, 
Cincinnati, Memphis, New Orleans, and many other 
cities. triumphant tour 1850 was much 
triumph for Barnum who brought her the 
United States and who grossed more than $700,000 
for the nine-month tour. 


Mr. Werner’s description the great strike New 
York City the summer 1872 more significant 
piece writing. state law passed 1870 had pro- 
vided for eight hour working day decrease 
pay. Employers generally ignored the Law and dis- 
charged all who objected the customary ten-hour 
day. The strike went for two months and involved 
one time another three-fourths all the journey- 
men New York City. The Tribune called “the 
most remarkable have ever had America.” Some 
workers won the eight-hour day; but most returned 
their jobs under the old conditions. The City’s barbers 
had not joined the strikers but during the final days 
the walkout they humbly petitioned the shop-owners 
for reduction working hours from one hundred 
eighty-five hours Times attributed unrest 
among workingmen the high proportion foreign- 
born workers among them, and declared that “the thor- 
oughbred American artisan not prone strike.” 
The article the Metropolitan Fair slight interest, 
and the last piece describing the visit Maxim Gorky 
these shores 1906 only proves that Russian man- 
ners haven’t changed much fifty years. 

the prefatory chapter Mr. Werner mentions the 
many months research did for many these 
pieces. One wonders whether was time well spent. 
This reader attaches little significance the fact that 
the events described this book happened New 
York, even that they happened all. 


Rev. James McDonough, 
St. John College, 
Cleveland 14, Ohio 


deWohl, Louis The Glorious Folly 
Lippincott. Oct. 16,1957. 384p. $3.95. 


Among the major figures history passing across 
humanity’s stage few, save His Divine Master, have 
made greater impression have more definitely in- 
fluenced the course events than the last the 
Apostles, the Apostle the Gentiles. Born Saul 
Tarsus and fatefully inscribed the rolls Roman 
citizenship, labored Gamaliel’s school attain 
erudiion the Law and that erudition added blind 
zeal for its maintenance which made him the chief 
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persecutor the infant Church before the miraculoy 
Paul’s amazing story that the capable Mr. 
has novelized the current publication. 
occasionally telling the story from Paul’s viewpoint, 
author tells mainly through Cassius Longinus, cep. 
turion the famous spear, and through the eyes his 
daughter, Acte, sole offspring his union with 
the woman taken adultery. 

The story begins with the recall Pontius Pilate 
the machinations Caiphas subduing new 
sect which winning adherents new Law. 
tool strikes upon young Saul, fanatical rabbi, who 
initiates the stoning Stephen and strikes terror the 
Christian community Jerusalem beating and im. 
prisoning men, women and children alike. 
Stephen had been dragged before the small Sanhedrin, 
Caiphas had, technically least, usurped the 
reserved right ius gladii, usurpation which led 
his own downfall when Longinus was finally able 
inform the Roman Service. Cassius had 
left the Roman army remorse and had become 
merchant. Upon his return Jerusalem was shocked 
the news Stephen’s death and when learned 
that Saul had departed with troop Temple guards 
hunt down the Christian community Damascus, 
hired band Arab outlaws pursue and kill the 
zealot. Longinus recognizes his error when the pro 
jected attack thwarted the miraculous 
tion just outside the gates Damascus. 
Damascus, whence Paul goes into the desert for 
eral years while Naomi bears Longinus daughter. 


Throughout the story current events the Roman 
Empire are introduced and related the action. 
may told Longinus the characters who 
take them the case Herod and Agrippa 
Thus learn the death Tiberias, the career 
Caligula, the fall Herod and Herodias, the rise 
Agrippa, the succession Claudius and many 
which are bound into the main story which itself 
sionally lapses for several years stretch. So, when 
Paul returns Damascus hunted Agrippa, 
Longinus aids his escape via basket over the wall. 
returns Jerusalem, meets Peter, raises the question 
the Gentiles, and finally begins the well-known mis 
sionary journeys. Cassius sent Roman 
tor determine the reasons for Agrippa’s mysterious 
behavior and happens Jerusalem the time 
Peter’s miraculous escape from prison. given 
credit for this and for ferreting out Agrippa’s preten- 
sions toward divinity which the Procurator checks. Thus 
Cassius comes chief administrator Syria and 
later Procurator until Claudius’s reign recalled 
Rome. 

The scene thus shifts Rome where sixteen-year-old 
Acte falls love with Lucius Domitius Ahenobarbus 
who becomes the Emperor Nero when Agrippina poi 
sons Claudius. Efforts Agrippina, Seneca and Cas 
sius fail break her love and she remains with 
although the latter officially married Octavia 
Through the early years Nero’s reign and 
tion, Cassius and Naomi mourn their daughter but cast 
away their worldly goods and engage work with the 
early Christian community. Paul brought Rome 
his appeal Caesar and works there for years 
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grt loose house imprisonment. Even Paul cannot 
win Acte from Nero. Finally comes the great fire, fol- 
lowed Paul’s trial and martyrdom. Meeting him 
the way execution Acte begins her work convert- 
ing others. 
kaleidoscopic story whose action stretches over 
riod many years there much that must 
omitted. And hear Paul’s journeys only 
and after they have occurred. The early coun- 
Jerusalem and Antioch and Paul’s perils are 
mentioned; many items are omitted altogether. 
Actually the story concentrates mainly his beginning 
and then brings him only relation Longinus and 
Acte. The story competently written; historically 
accurately outlined; interesting and readable. 
such suitable for all types readers. 


L.N. 


Borland, Hal The Amulet 


Oct. 16,1957. 224p. $3.50. 

This the story young man trying find himself. 
such extraordinary young man that knows, 
sixteen, that this what must do, so, when the 
bugle blows joins band Southerners their 
way meet the Confederate forces. 

Quincy Scott orphan but has girl friend who 
gives him amulet before leaves for war, sym- 
her love. also charm for, during several 
adventures Quincy grasps and saved. After long 
trek from Denver Missouri Quincy participates 
one bloody battle and grows up. his way back 
his girl realizes that, “Life wasn’t something 
and seek; was something known and lived and 
shared; for life was more than self. Life was the shar- 
ing, the giving, the heart being, which love. And 
Quincy knew that love was his.” What more could 
fella ask! 

Iwish the author had included maps because enjoyed 
hitting the trail with the boys and seeing our great west 
must have looked 1861, but would have liked 
aclearer picture where were. Perhaps the reader, 
for whom this book must have been written, will still 
studying his geography and history and this will 
make “come alive” for him. 


Adele Nash, 
Buffalo, New York 
YOUNG PEOPLE’S BOOKS 


Helen Butler, Ph.D., Contributing Editor 


Department Librarianship, Marywood College 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 


book Specially Recommended 
book Recommended 


Eric The King’s Jewel 
Frederick Chapman. Viking. Sept. 1957. 
189p. $2.75. 


The King was Alfred the Great England; the jewel 
was the enamelled image St. Cuthbert, retrieved 
1693 from the Athelney swamp, which bore the in- 
“Alfred ordered made.” The story 

Sturla, youthful Saxon warrior who joined 
Alfred’s forces when Wessex stood alone against the 


Borland Berry Butler Cavanna 
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Viking marauders and whose impatience with Alfred’s 
strategies and planning reflected that the whole piti- 
ful little army that remained. The author tells 
Foreword that she has manipulated historical fact 
making Alfred’s yet unborn daughter beautiful, 
capable girl her late teens, and that years fight- 
ing are here telescoped into two. (She may have in- 
troduced Aesop the English 600 years too 
well.) She has done superior job showing the far- 
seeing, well-rounded, and intelligent young king who 
was responsible not only for driving off the Northmen 
but for feeding his people, rebuilding the monasteries, 
restoring literacy, nurturing education, making code 
laws, resting his tiny army, and keeping the 
Anglo-Saxon Chronicle. Aiding him was the ascetic 
and holy Bishop Asser. 


Some phrases used the newly Christianized Anglo- 
Danes may startle young people little. “By God and 
Odin” the favorite oath. Sturla thinks that “Thanks 
the God the Christians and perhaps with little 
help from Odin, god his forefathers,” will get 
his chance battle. little reflection indicates that 
this state mind must have been typical these first- 
generation Christians. Particularly skillful the de- 
piction the battle-loving Northmen, whom fight- 
ing was meat and drink, and who drove themselves 
into berserk fury, situation which the author handles 
without undue gore labored violence. For junior 
high and up. 


Butler, Beverly The Lion and the Otter 
Dodd, Mead. Sept. 23,1957. $3.00. 

junior novel for girls and which has for its 
background and large part its plot that phase 
Pontiac’s Conspiracy which dealt with the garrison 
the Detroit River, May-October, 1763. Central figure 
Emilie Saint-Charles, and newly returned from 
six years Montreal convent school. the con- 
flict already developed between her father and herself, 
thanks the girl’s loyalty older brother who 
now coureur bois and ally Pontiac, added 
fresh fuel when Emilie falls love with one the 
English officers the garrison. The characters are 
stereotypes, but the background capably sketched. 
Particularly able the depiction different treatment 
the Indian French colonists who intermarried with 
them and English soldiery who scorned them, once 
the Seven Years War had been won. The action de- 
velops slowly, quickening the final chapters where 
the girl goes the Indian encampment where her 
brother seriously ill. the author’s earlier book, 
The Song the Voyageur, this conveys feeling the 
freshness and promise early days new and boun- 
tiful land. 


Angel Skis 
Morrow. Sept. 25, 1957. 


Cavanna, Betty 

Illustrated Isabel Dawson. 
255p. $2.95. 
Fourteen-year-old Angela Dodge resented everything 
about the guest house her widowed mother ran sup- 
port the family. The well-dressed guests, their expen- 
sive equipment, and her need share household tasks 
only made her more impatient the family’s financial 
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plight. More than anything else the world Angela 
wanted ski. Castoff skis and clothing, second-hand 
store exchanges and instructions from school chum 
provided the chance taste the thrills she dreamed of. 
Overconfident and eager impress Gregg, Dart- 
mouth contestant who had captured her heart, she 
made disappointing finish local race and shat- 
tered her lofty dreams. The disappointment made her 
more understanding family and friends; she skied for 
the fun it, had herself whirl the Dartmouth 
Winter Carnival, tackled her books earnest, and 
proved herself the Holiday Cup Race when she 
finished one second behind her rival, expert. And 
all meant less her now than being Gregg’s best 
The plot improbable; the characters and events 
not always credible; but the book has all the appeal the 
author’s many fans high school (12-16-year-old girls) 
look for and enjoy. 

Frances Dowling 

Dunmore Senior High Schoo, 

Dunmore, Pennsylvania 


Cole, William (Editor) 
Story Poems, New and Old 
Walter Buehr. World. Sept. 20, 1957. 255p. 
3.50. 


Ninety-two short narrative poems which the author ex- 
plains friendly, informal Introduction are not great 
poetry “but some the tales are great Humor 
the outstanding characteristic the majority these, 
though there occasional tragic wonder episode 
well. Much familiar verse found, e.g., Belloc, 
Guiterman, Holmes, Richards, Riley, Scott, Southey, 
Tennyson, Whittier. But there are less well-known 
pieces, too, e.g., Crosbie Garstins Figure-Head,” 
Stephen Benet’s “Mountain Whippoorwill,” William 
Benet’s “Jesse James,” the Farjeons’ “Henry VIII,” 
and others, together with nice little group ballads 
and other anonymous contributions. The title aside, 
this will make disarming introduction verse for the 
young person who thinks dislikes the form. In- 
dexed, and appropriately illustrated. 


Coombs, Charles Rockets, Missiles and Moons 
Morrow. Sept. 25,1957. 248p., photogs., glossary. $3.75. 


The author Skyrocketing into the Unknown and Sur- 
vival the Sky lucidly explains for junior high and 
man’s current struggle guard and control the air 
ocean. With good illustrations and overview 
recent scientific achievements this regard, the author 
shows what being done develop the intermediate 
range ballistic missile and the intercontinental ballistic 
missile. describes the teams which test missiles 
Cape Canaveral, Florida, missiles which have sped 400 
miles above the earth and traveled over 3,000 miles 
sea. And speaks hopes for air-to-air missiles, air- 
to-surface missiles, surface-to-surface missiles and sur- 
face-to-air missiles. Defense against enemy missiles 
considered, too: picketships, Texas Towers, radar patrol- 
ling planes and ground radar, and SAGE pools alert 
defense, all designed bring missiles and rocket-carry- 
ing aircraft the target quickly. The last chapter con- 
siders what moon-travel will probably involve for 


Best 


human passengers. Simply and cautiously phrased, 
book should interest boys and girls who are alert 
recent almost sensational developments science, 


Nicholas McNeil, 
Cheverus High School, 
Portland, Maine 


Cumming, Primrose The Mystery Pony 
Illustrated Maurice Tulloch. Criterion. Sept. 23, 
213p. 

Moving from their comfortable home the 
countryside guest house Sussex was about the 
worst thing that could have happened Toni and 
Jane Dare. Things wouldn’t have been half bad 
they could only have taken their ponies with 
But even when fussy Aunt Milly, proprietor Ham. 
mer House, was persuaded let them so, difficulties 
regard stabling, feeding and caring for the 
confronted them. Greatest difficulty, however, was 
ing fit with the other children the guest 
How they finally found their way into the children’s 
secret society, played the most important role saving 
mystery pony, and got Aunt Milly interested and 
sympathetic toward horses—all make delightful reading 
for sub-teen lovers adventure, mystery and horses. 


Sister Emma, SS.C.M., 
St. Joseph Junior High School, 
Hazleton, Pennsylvania 


Torre, Lilian 


The Actress; Being the Story Sarah 
Nelson. Sept. 9,1957. 223p. $2.75. 


able depiction what life may have been like for 
the daughter 18th-century strolling player, who 
made her first stage appearance five years “and made 
them listen,” progressed slowly from playing 
waiting stardom, married one the players 18, 
had unsuccessful season with Garrick, returned 
Bath where she became the rage and, returning once 
more Drury Lane, this time made the listen 
with bated breath. The author makes Sarah Kemble 
Siddons’ tale not only success story but tender love 
story, well. More outstanding than either these 
the feel she creates for the period and the 
tury theater. Famous figures the time walk through 
the pages; Shakespearean excerpts fall easily and 
rally into place; the physical make-up apt and 
ing. Older girls should like the book very much. 


*Delderfield, The Adventures Ben Gunn 
William Stobbs. Bobbs. Aug. 1957. 263p. 


The author wrote this exciting story satisfy the 
tions his children after had read them Treasure 
ostensibly was told Jim Hawkins Ben Gunn 
after the Treasure Island adventure, and yet preceded 
point time and motivated much the action 
that more famous tale. Chief character Nick Allar- 
dyce, son parson, who after killing man escaped 
hanging secretly boarding prison ship doctor. 
Ben Gunn, his faithful servant, followed him through 
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his years even after Nick met Long John 
Silver board and joined his mutiny. Followed many 
events robbery the high seas, fights 
with armed government ships, risky escapes and treasure 
fnds. Readers who enjoy exciting adventures will 
entertained this lively story sea action and piracy. 
The author does not have Stevenson’s command the 
English language but reasonably faithful the 


his model. 
Nicholas McNeil, S.J. 


The Island Horses 


Eilis 
Funk Wagnalls. Sept. 20, 


obert Pious. 
1957. 218p. $2.95. 

With authentic Irish flavor, rare turn phrase, and 
warm human relationships, this engaging story 
two teen-aged boys who visit tiny island off Galway 
where tradition says Spanish ghost-horses run 
night. They bring back beautiful black colt, designed 
the local rich man into letting his daughter 
marry the upstanding elder brother one them; 
find themselves involved with local scalawag who has 
been using the island hideaway for stolen horses; 
are kidnapped and narrowly escape drowning sea; 
return the island, accompanied the 80-year-old 
gandmother one the boys, who has yearned for 
six decades re-visit her birthplace; and discover them- 
selves heroes the village. Older readers may 
feel the action gets little crowded toward the end. 
But the high adventure, humor, and particularly the 
types and atmosphere more than compensate for 
this. 


Douglas, Gilbert The Bulldog Attitude 
Crowell. Sept. 16,1957. $2.75. 


Another basketball story, lacking 
theme and rather superficial treatment. Most 
the incidents are familiar and some are little tired. 
The plot has with the not unusual situation which 
arises when basketball champ from small school 
transfers midyear larger school with faster 
team. Not but what Mark Hensen surmounted that 
without too much trouble, sparking the team 
Conference victory. The local bad boys gave more 
trouble: jeers, fist fights, damage his jeep and the 
his doctor friend, and rivalry for pretty girl’s 
attention. The last straw, however, was his uncle’s 
strictness about hours and permissions and his appre- 
hensions about juvenile delinquency. necessary 
say that Mark solved this problem, too? Acceptance 
the going-steady mores, reluctance parents fight 
vandalism openly, importance cars high school 
students, and plot emphasis sports the exclusion 
study and classwork weaken the book further, how- 
ever often these may occur real life. 
Frances Dowling 


George and the Long Rifle 
Longmans. Sept. 18, 1957. 


Drury, Maxine 

Decorations Harve Stein. 
$2.50. 

pleasant little story for years 10-14, about 12-year- 
New York State boy, youngest family nine 


children. had made rule about Old Gal, the 


Dillon Douglas Drury Fenner Green 
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famous rifle had owned since boyhood: the seven 
boys the family used turn, each keeping 
long made every shot count, but any case pass- 
ing the next younger Sunday. Unfortun- 
ately, George was marksman. could not read 
either. Nevertheless, there was close bond between 
him and the oldest son, Silas, and when the latter sets 
off take his own farm Ohio, George went, too. 
After some hair-raising adventures, including nursing 
Silas through critical attack fever, George learned 
from the wilderness doctor why fumbled doing 
things his brothers excelled at. There good family 
relationship the story, satisfactory feeling for the 
period (1819), good action and pace, and attempt 
reproduce the idiom the times. Younger readers 
will anticipate the secret George’s poor eyesight long 
before the doctor discloses it, and probably pleased 
with their perspicuity doing. 


Fenner, Phyllis (Comp.) 
Brother Against Brother; Stories the 
War Between the States 
Illustrated William Lohse. Morrow. Aug. 1957. 
192p. $3.00. 
Twelve items, mostly short stories, with some excerpts 
from longer books, one poetic fragment, and one prose 
tribute Lincoln. All have appeared print else- 
where. Most are “name” authors, e.g., MacKinlay 
Kantor, Edmonds, Benet, Elsie Singmaster, 
and Carl Sandburg. every instance, the central 
figure everyday person caught the fratricidal 
strife. Keyed low, with one two showing romantic 
touches, they neveretheless achieve poignancy and 
reality which young people respond. 


Robert James Two Swords for Princess 
Lothrop. Sept. 217p. $3.00. 


Among the many books about raiding Vikings recently 
published for young people, this stands apart one 
which neither whitewashes nor sympathizes with their 
aggressiveness, greed and inhumanity. not over- 
convincing plot: coincidence plays too large part, 
and the success two 16-year-old Norwegian boys 
escaping danger, overcoming enemies, and rescuing 
Irish princess the optimistic side. Yet the overall 
picture ships, encampments, sea battles, farflung 
trips distant Constantinople, savage enmity 
Irish peasants all Norsemen, plus references raids 
upon France and Russia, and the ever-present quota 
slaves, accurate enough. The plot concerns the son 
one Harald Hairfair’s jarls, who narrowly escaped 
the raid another Norse leader which wiped out the 
boy’s family and home. his vengeful search for that 
leader the boy came upon group women slaves, 
among them Irish nuns and the princess. Remember- 
ing his promise his dead father good turn 
for Irish girl sometime, return for one earlier done 
the father, the boy followed the slaves over half the 
known world, rescued the princess, and was himself 
almost killed. Irish crone and tiny band monks 
gave aid and the boy recovered time rescue the 
girl once more. Much action, even more dialog, and 
minimum romance make this appealing story for 
junior high age. The religious touches square with 
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modern-day thinking, rather than with ninth-century 
half-pagans. 


Halacy, C., Jr. 

Fabulous Fireball; the Story Solar Energy 
Macmillan. 154p., photogs. $3.00. 
simple language, the author briefly sketches theories, 
findings, and inventions which draw upon solar energy 
(or may possibly the future) for cooking, heat- 
ing, air conditioning, power, food and water. 
planetary travel will practicable, the author believes, 
only with the aid solar energy. One chapter dis- 
cusses institutions interested solar research and the 
specialized courses offered few universities. The 
concluding chapter looks ahead 2059 A.D. and 
“makes ‘educated’ guess” what life will 
like when solar energy the chief source power and 
fuel. Almost every other page given over striking 
photographs which would difficult locate else- 
where. The book makes good introduction the 
subject, though fuller information processes would 
have been welcome. For senior high school will not 
displace the for series, even though 
must searched out among the latter 
books. 


Keith, Harold 
Crowell. 332p. $3.75. 


This story phase the Civil War which has 
rarely been used fiction and has been pretty well 
by-passed popular non-fiction well. about the 
action which took place the Western border and the 
part the Cherokee Indians took that action under 
their rebel-loving leader, Stand Watie. The framework 
the story 16-year-old Jeff Bussey who joined the 
Union Army for chance the Missouri bushwhackers 
who had terrorized his Kansan home. became 
turn infantryman, cavalryman and scout. mission 
behind the enemy lines, served the rebels teamster 
and cavalryman. had friends both forces, suffered 
their privations, faced death with them, foraged for 
food and witnessed deplorable pillage homes, farms 
and individuals. With all, was lucky enough 
win the love spirited young Cherokee rebel, get 
important message back Headquarters, unveil plot 
involving his former Union officer, escape firing squad, 
evade bloodhound chase and, once home, receive the 


Medal Honor. 


The author’s familiarity with his home territory and 
his research the Indian part the Civil War ac- 
count for the authentic picture locale, historical 
figures and incidents the war. Particularly surpris- 
ing most readers will the account the affluent, 
settled condition the Cherokees. The central figure 
likeable but his adventures and phenomenal success 
stretch the reader’s credulity pretty thin. 


Frances Dowling 


Rifles for Watie 


Robert 


Illustrated the author. 
$3.0 


The Great Wheel 
Viking. Aug. 19, 1957. 188p. 


When 18-year-old, Irish-born Cornelius Terence Kilroy 
came New York Uncle Michael’s request, was 


Halacy Keith Lawson Marshall Moore 
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work the latter’s prosperous business 
construction and pavement laying, with every 
becoming partner soon. But when huge, 
Uncle Patrick appeared the scene lure him 
Chicago’s Columbian Exposition, there work 
the mammoth wheel which George Washington 
Conn remembered Aunt 
prophecy. Six years before she had read the tea 
for him, announcing, fortune lies the 
Keep your face the sunset and follow the evening 
star, and one day ride the greatest wheel 
the world.’” Chicago Conn went, and there 
seven months helped assemble the huge disk, 
for the summer months thereafter worked guard 
one its cars. But when the Exposition closed 
deserted Uncle Pat, too, Wisconsin with the 
German girl had met shipboard. The writing 
has genuine Irish flavor. Exact data are incorporated 
into the specifications for the Ferris wheel and for the 
Chicago-land scene, which sound accurate and know. 
edgeful. Characters are pleasantly individualized. The 
black-and-white illustrations, always with this artis, 
are striking, good humored and highly 


Marshall, Lucile Robertson 


Photography for Teen-Agers; 2nd ed. 
June 27, 1957. 185p., photogs., 


Prentice-Hall. 
This the second, revised edition work writer 
expert the artistic and utilitarian aspects the 
photographic industry. both interesting and 
structive, joy and compensation the more mature 
amateur well the teen-ager. Its chapters 
cover aspects photography from the most elementary 
stages, such the possibilities and uses the simple 
box camera, right down the most recent advances 
color work, and improvements equipment and 
processes. makes plain, and rightly, how unneces 
sary have exceptionally expensive equipment 
and superfluity gadgets, how the less expensive 
equipment can and will tremendous job its 
realizes the limitations that equipment and stays 
within those limitations. Fully illustrated with pen 
sketches and photographs. The former are smart and 
eye-catching. The latter are excellent. 

adverse criticism must found for the work, this 
reviewer believes the index which might have 
been more inclusive, since some very worthwhile 
terial covered the text, such ideas the 
ing pictures, noticeably absent from this listing. 


Sister Josephine, 
Moderator, Marian Camera Club, 
Marywood College, 

Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Dan Tyler The Terrible Game 
Farrar, Straus. Aug. 23,1957. 214p. $2.75. 


Buranulke, tiny remote country connecting Asian 
and European Russia, stranger could stay alive 
less won the game Ott against 200 picked horse- 
men and athletes. The game life and death had 
few rules, chief which was survival any cost. 
involved horsemanship, skill with bow and arrow, abil- 
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ity send lance through inch-and-a-half ring, 
wrestling, and running. Jonathan 
Burr would probably never have heard either coun- 

game, not speak finding himself playing 
Ott, had not come from family with tradition 
long military service, and had not the Russians attacked 
the little country. Defeated, they sent their strong 
man and won his Game. With the honor the 
free West stake, Jonathan had attempt it. The 
sory moves breathlessly through scenes violence, 
and cruelty, yet the underlying theme one 
honor, love country and sacrifice for freedom, 
with touch romance. Implausible is, the 
acquaintance with Turkish language 
and custom, with O.S.S. counter-espionage during 
World War and his ability supply credible de- 
make this story for which boys senior high 
will stand line. 


Ogden (Comp.) 
Couldn’t Help Laughing 
Oct.2,1957. $3.50. 


Here are some pieces which the compiler his 
says “smile human folly and 
and which hopes “you will find enjoible.” 
This reader did. Few them are new; many fall into 
the old-favorite category; but all may fresh this 
again upon episode from Life with Father and with 
Penrod’s partner dancing school, renew acquaint- 
ance with Stalky Co. and with Wodehouse’s Uncle 
Fred. And the laughter these evoked was just spon- 
taneous when first encountered. Almost “en- 
are the items Ring Lardner, White, 
Skinner and Kimbrough, Benchley, Saki and the com- 
piler himself. Clean, kindly and slightly wacky, these 
should popular. 


Ogburn, Charlton, Jr. 
Eveline Ness. 
68p. $2.75. 

Originally published the Saturday Evening Post 
under the title, “Storm Girl,” this sensitive por- 
trayal the bond between 14-year-old girl and her 
grandfather, fisherman island off the southern 
coast. Both love deeply the wild life about them and 
look back yearningly conditions they were when 
the white man first found them. “Progress” enters 
the person son-in-law who tries persuade the old 
man sell his property development firm, eager 
cash the new bridge being built the main- 
land. Until the hurricane strikes, the old man believes 
will better for the girl she sent live the 
world the end the bridge. Slight, but handled 
with admirable restraint and eminently satisfying its 
characterization and its depiction the hurricane. 


The Bridge 


Houghton. Oct. 1957. 


Scholz, Jackson 

Morrow. Aug. 255p. $2.95. 
From circus performer bat boy, and then catcher 
big league baseball team, are the giant strides 
Ted Kirby makes within the covers this exciting, 


Man Cage 


Nash Ogburn Scholz Stolz Tunis White 
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action-packed sports story. The strides, however, are 
not easily made they read. Ted battles with him- 
self almost much previously did with the big 
cats, before signs contract offered the Boston 
Pilgrims. What makes him and how does 
will provide thrills a-plenty for teen-aged circus lovers 
and baseball fans, odd combination, this 
story lion taming and baseball training, but good 
portrayal teamwork and fair play, and adequate 
character study both the big and the little men 


each field. 
Sister Emma, SS.C.M. 


Stolz, Mary Good-by Shadow 
Harper. 208p. $2.50. 


introspective story 15-year-old girl’s coming 
terms with the business growing up. Bolstering the 
uncertainties and insecurities adolescence was kind- 
ly, understanding and forbearing family; but her self- 
consciousness, withdrawal from family intimacy and 
self-centeredness were Barbara’s own solve. al- 
ways Stolz junior novel, the dialog smoothly 
natural, the analysis expertly probing. But there 
less plot than usual, and quite likely that the girl 
who reads for story rather than for ideas will not stay 
with this book long enough finish it. 


*Tunis, Edwin 


Illustrated the author. 
$4.95. 
After brief glance Colonial conditions the 16th 
century, the author with clear, brisk exposition and 
over 200 pictures describes, Part houses, clothes, 
furniture, food, crafts, tools, travel and education 
17th-century New England New Netherland and the 
Southern Colonies. Part II, shows how these 
items developed and the forms they took 18th-cen- 
tury Pennsylvania and the Coastal Colonies. his 
Preface warns that has taken minor liberties 
few cases; while this occasionally results over-simpli- 
fications (vide his definitions succotash and battle- 
dore), does keep the main lines clear and prevents 
the exposition from being cluttered. wealth fasci- 
nating information comes through easy, conversa- 
tional fashion. The illustrations are outstanding. The 
book will appeal some young readers looking for 
browsing material; will make classes Colonial his- 
tory much more realizable for any student. Not in- 
dexed, unfortunately, but the Table Contents suf- 
ficiently detailed substitute. 


Colonial Living 
World. Sept. 30, 1957. 155p., 


White, Dale 
Gifford Pinchot; the Man Who Saved the Forests 
Messner. Sept. 23,1957. 192p. $2.95. 


factual, uncritical biography, with much dialog freely 
and not too skillfully added, which pays tribute the 
wealthy young Pennsylvanian who turned his back up- 
his grandfather’s big business and instead broke 
ground field practically unknown America. 
the process combatted the selfish interests logging 
corporations and sheep ranchers, the disinterest poli- 
ticians, and the ignorance almost the entire nation. 
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Fortunate having the backing Theodore Roosevelt, 
brought his minuscule Division Forestry the 
status Bureau. his father, established 
school forestry Yale. And, though lost the 
battle William Howard Taft who discharged him, 
rendered invaluable service the cause national 
conservation. His political service Governor Penn 
sylvania passed over quickly. The book interest- 
ing through sheer force its subject’s personality and 
achievements, and deserves read. would have 
made smoother reading few the exclamation 
points and most the clichés had been deleted. 


Raymond, and Krusch, Werner 

The Land and People Germany 
Lippincott. Sept. 18, 1957. 118p., photogs., map. $2.75 
(Portraits the Nations series) 


The 24th this excellent series, the joint authors 
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the volume Austria. with the others, 
provided with up-to-date and carefully 
cross section this nation’s history, topography, 
tics and economics, and cultural arts. Following 
chapters early beginnings the unification 
many, the book describes eight laender, with 
tional chapter present-day Berlin and still 
East Germany under the Communists. Due 
tion assigned German_achievements 
music, art and science. The chapter religious 
moil dispassionately handled, though Catholic readers 
will not among “Some historians (who) list this 
monk, Martin Luther, one Germany’s 
men.” Equally calm the discussion the two world 
wars initiated Germany. While this volume 
not seem lively its relation as, say, the volumes 
England and Spain, nonetheless almost 
sable because have little other current 
about this country. 
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